
 

 

The American Friends of Jamaica Distributes J$150 Million to 52 Organizations at U.S. 

Embassy. 

KINGSTON, Jamaica, April 15, 2026 - The American Friends of Jamaica (AFJ) on Tuesday 

distributed J$150,240,604.95 (US$951,922.56) in grants to 52 organizations across the island, 

supporting initiatives in education, healthcare, and economic development. 

The grants were presented at the AFJ’s Annual Grant Awards Ceremony held at the United 

States Embassy in Kingston. In total, 69 grants were awarded to the 52 recipient organizations. 

The ceremony was hosted by U.S. Chargé d’Affaires Scott Renner and attended by senior 

representatives from both the United States and Jamaican governments, alongside members of 

the philanthropic and non-profit community. 

AFJ Executive Director Caron Chung said the annual grant program remains central to the 

organization’s mission of supporting community-based development across Jamaica. 

“This ceremony reflects the heart of what we do,” Chung said. “Each of these organizations is 

playing an important role in improving lives and expanding opportunity, and we are proud to 

support their work.” 

The grants are funded through AFJ’s annual fundraising galas in New York and Miami, as well 

as contributions from private foundations, corporate partners, and individual donors. The 

organization has also raised more than US$10 million separately for Hurricane Melissa relief 

and recovery efforts since last year. 

In his remarks, Chargé d’Affaires Renner noted that the United States Government provided 

more than US$22 million in assistance to Jamaica following Hurricane Melissa, including 

humanitarian supplies and emergency response support. He described the AFJ’s work as a 

reflection of the longstanding partnership between the two countries. 

Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Mining, the Honorable Floyd Green, who represented the 

Government of Jamaica, welcomed the scale and reach of this year’s grants. 

“The fact that you are distributing over J$145 million in grants is significant,” Green said. “When 

you look at the range of organizations being supported, you are touching almost every facet of 

Jamaican society.” 

He also highlighted AFJ’s additional support to the agricultural sector, including J$80 million in 

grants to approximately 1,600 farmers in hurricane-affected communities. 



Closing remarks were delivered by Ambassador N. Nick Perry (ret.), former U.S. Ambassador to 

Jamaica and newly appointed AFJ Board Director, who described the grants as an investment 

in Jamaica’s future, particularly for communities still recovering from recent natural disasters. 

Grants were announced by Monica Ladd, AFJ Director and Grants Chair, and Peta-Gay Pryce, 

Program Analyst. The ceremony also featured a performance by VoiceBox Performing Arts, a 

youth program founded by recording artist Tessanne Chin. 

The vote of thanks was delivered by Kimone Martin, a first-year University of the West Indies 

student and recipient of the AFJ’s Ralph & Ricky Lauren Family Foundation Scholarship. 

The AFJ’s annual discretionary grant cycle opens each November, with awards made once per 

year. A full list of 2026 grant recipients is appended. Donor Advised grants are ongoing and are 

distributed as instructed by the donor.  

 

About the American Friends of Jamaica 

The American Friends of Jamaica (AFJ) is a registered 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that has 

supported initiatives in education, healthcare, and economic development in Jamaica for over 

44 years. Contributions are tax-deductible. 

 

2026 AFJ Grant Recipients 

1. Alpha School of Music 

2. Belmont Academy Alumni Association Limited 

3. BREDS Treasure Beach Foundation 

4. Bull Savannah Primary and Infant School 

5. Busy Bee Educational Enrichment, Inc. 

6. Caribbean American Center of New York, Inc. 

7. Caribbean Aquaculture Education and Innovation Hub 

8. Child Resiliency Program 

9. Christel House Jamaica 

10. Clifton Boys Home 

11. Cornwall Regional Hospital 

12. Creative Language-Based Learning (CLBL) Foundation 

13. Derby Beach Coral Restoration and Marine Sanctuary 

14. Edna Manley College of the Visual and Performing Arts - School of Visual Arts 

15. Eve For Life 

16. Fortis and Friends Foundation Inc. 

17. Franciscan Missionary Sisters 

18. Friends of Hopewell Limited 

19. Genesis Academy 

20. Hanover Charities USA 

21. Hope Garden Nature Preservation 

22. International Samaritan Jamaica 

23. Jamaica 4-H Foundation 2016 Limited 



24. Jamaica Cancer Society - Ride for Life 

25. Jamaica Nurses Association of Florida Inc. Medical Mission Fund 

26. Jamaica Society of the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 

27. Janet and Rupert Banton Foundation 

28. Life Skills Education Limited 

29. Mission of Sight 

30. Mustard Seed Communities 

31. Newell High School 

32. PALS Jamaica 

33. Portland Arts and Vocational Education (PAVE) Centre 

34. Project STAR 

35. Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Kingston 

36. Rose Town Foundation 

37. Sacred Heart Catholic Church 

38. Sagicor Sigma Run 

39. Sandy Bank Primary School 

40. Southern Basketball Conference 

41. St. John Bosco Vocational Training Centre 

42. St. Mary’s Preparatory and Kindergarten 

43. St. Mary’s Roman Catholic Early Childhood Institution 

44. Stand up for Jamaica 

45. The Friends of the UWI Development and Endowment Fund, Inc. 

46. The Institute of Jamaica, Natural History Museum of Jamaica 

47. The Jamaica Trail Project 

48. The United Miriam Project Fund 

49. University of Technology, Jamaica 

50. University of the West Indies - STEM BOOST Program 

51. University of the West Indies Mona Campus Faculty of Science and Technology - 

Department of Computing 

52. University of the West Indies - Ambassador Glen Holden Scholarship 

53. University of the West Indies - Ambassador J. Gary Cooper Scholarship 

54. University of the West Indies - Ambassador Sue M. Cobb Scholarship 

55. University of the West Indies - Gloria Judith Dixon Scholarship 

56. University of the West Indies - Kevin Paul Akindele Wright Scholarship 

57. University of the West Indies - Margaret “Peggy” Steuart Scholarship 

58. University of the West Indies - Mark & Kathleen Newman Scholarship 

59. University of the West Indies - Ralph & Ricky Lauren Family Foundation 

Scholarship 

60. University of the West Indies - Sydney A Phillips Scholarship 

61. University of the West Indies - The Klotz Family Scholarship 

62. University of the West Indies Mona Faculty of Science and Technology 

63. Violence Prevention Alliance (VPA) Jamaica Chapter 

64. Winsome Wishes for KIDS Jamaica 


