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The American Friends of Jamaica is a not-for-profit 501 (c)(3) organization dedicated  
to supporting Jamaican charitable organizations and social initiatives working to improve  
the lives of Jamaicans through systemic development in the areas of education,  health care and 
economic development. 

The American Friends of Jamaica seeks to improve the lives of Jamaicans by supporting  
initiatives that advance self-sufficiency, promote healthy communities and strengthen the nation. 

ABOUT US
The American Friends of Jamaica was established in 1982 as a 501(c)(3) organization to assist 
Jamaican charities in the areas of education, healthcare and human and economic development. 
American multinational corporations with commercial interests in Jamaica, American winter 
residents, and members of the diplomatic corps were some of the organization’s initial supporters. 

With a history of over 43 years, the organization strives to provide support for Jamaican 
communities through funding programs in education, healthcare, and economic development. 
Reflecting on our past efforts and achievements, all of which could not have been done without 
the support of our donors.

MISSION STATEMENT
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Dear Friends,

This year marked a significant achievement for the American Friends of Jamaica 
(AFJ), characterized by significant growth in our grantmaking capacity and sustained 
increase in our asset base. This expansion has enabled us to deepen our impact 
across Jamaica’s communities and respond effectively to urgent needs.
Our core mission - supporting education, healthcare, and economic development 
- continues to strengthen the fabric of Jamaican communities. This year has seen 
success through strategic partnerships and targeted initiatives, a few examples of 
which include:

Community Development & Education
•	 Our collaboration with Project Star and Rosetown Foundation exemplifies our holistic approach to community  
	 building. By working directly with residents to assess needs, these organizations have implemented  
	 comprehensive programs spanning early childhood education, after-school activities, summer enrichment,  
	 job training, and entrepreneurship support.
•	 We also raised funds for the Wolmer’s High School for Girls Safe Shelter Programme which is indicative of  
	 our commitment to protect vulnerable youth. This vital initiative provides secure housing and educational  
	 support for girls who have experienced abuse, ensuring they can continue their education in a safe environment. 
Healthcare Impact
•	 Medical Equipment: we coordinated the distribution of essential medical supplies valued at over  
	 USD 580,000 to five major hospitals across Jamaica enhancing their capabilities and improving patient care. 
Across our grantmaking we have supported
•	 Vocational training programs equipping individuals with marketable skills
•	 Our university scholarship program for promising students
•	 Literacy and STEM programs reaching primary school students
•	 Initiatives to support glaucoma diagnosis and community clinics
As we look to the year ahead, we are focused on expanding our successful programs to reach more communities, 
strengthening our organizational capacity and continuing to develop new partnerships to enhance our impact.
The “Friends” in our name is our core identity. Your generous support transforms lives and builds stronger communities 
across Jamaica. Every donation creates ripples of positive change that extend far beyond the initial investment.
Thank you for being an essential part of this journey. Together, we’re building a stronger, more resilient Jamaica.

With gratitude,
Wendy Hart
President
American Friends of Jamaica

A Message from 
our President		
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Dear Friends of The AFJ,

In a world that moves so quickly, I find it important to remember that change 
comes slowly. With so many things now available at the press of a button or 
the tap of a screen every day, I remind myself that all good things take work. 
Each day that we wake up and sweep away the dust formed from a night of 
inactivity, we help move that change forward. I am grateful for each one of you 
and your help in making a difference.

As new problems arise, we work to keep our corner of the world moving to-
ward a better future. The work is never easy, change doesn’t happen over-
night, and each day brings new obstacles. However, because of all of you, 

the AFJ continues to grow and make a positive impact every day, month, and year. 2024 was no exception. 
Together, we raised $2,364,828 and gave out $1,563,955 in grants.

This year, we gave out $58,415 in food nutrition grants, with a focus on yourth nutrition  
programs. Healthcare grants increased by over $100,000, totaling $336,163, and hundreds of  
thousands of dollars in medical equipment and supplies were donated. Renovation projects at hospitals, 
such as May Pen Hospital and Cornwall Regional Hospital, continue, as does the deployment of handheld  
ultrasound devices and workshops for physicians..

We are deeply grateful for your continued support and generosity. We look forward to continuing this  
important work together in the year ahead, and we hope to build on the successes of this year.

With gratitude,
Caron S. Chung 
Executive Director
American Friends of Jamaica

A Message from our 		
Executive Director
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In 2024, the AFJ’s fundraising revenue reached $2,364,828, reflecting a remarkable 
increase of over $ 00,000 from last year’s total of $1,56 ,600. This represents a  
growth of % from 2023. A key contributor to this success was the New York Gala,  
which raised $874,869, showcasing the dedication of our supporters and partners.

The AFJ continues to respond to the critical need for accessible healthcare in Jamaica, recognizing 
that health is a cornerstone for national prosperity. In 2024, we significantly expanded our support 
for healthcare, increasing donations by 335.80% compared to 2023, providing $336,163 in health 
grants and over $580,000 worth of medical supplies. In total, the AFJ provided $1,563,955 in 
grants—encompassing support for education, healthcare, and economic development—a 
73.79% increase from 2023. These efforts have a direct and meaningful impact on countless 
lives, fostering a healthier, more secure future for the Jamaican people while playing a vital role 
in advancing the nation’s long-term prosperity.

The Endowment Fund saw a notable increase, growing from $1,210,279 to $1,390,154, reflecting 
a strong 14.86% growth over the past year. This positive change highlights the continued success 
and financial strength of the fund.
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FUNDRAISING REVENUE 

$2,364,828
TOTAL GRANTS DISTRIBUTED 

$1,563,955
ENDOWMENT FUND 

$1,390,154

38
51.24
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           $1,390,154
$1,210,279

$1,038,137
$914,453

$612,099

ENDOWMENT FUND
2024 

2023

2022

2021

2020

GRANTEE BREAKDOWN

Youth Nutrition

Healthcare

Education

Economic Development

$58,415.00

$439,349.11

$143,430.10

$922,760.81

Total - $1,563,955.02



•	 Bob and Rita Marley Foundation $44,744.50
		 To fund activities and programs of Football is Freedom, an initiative that teaches soccer and life 
	 skills to young girls in Jamaica.
•	 Hanover Charities $16,050.00
		 To enhance the health, welfare and education of the Hanover Parish.
•	 Hope Garden-Nature Preservation $1,500.00
		 To support environmental conservation.
•	 Jamaica Conservation Partners $19,530.05
		 To support environmental conservation.
•	 Jamaica Environmental Trust $5,515.00
		 To fund programs that protect Jamaica’s natural resources.
•	 JSPCA $1,500.00
		 For the protection of animals from cruelty, neglect, injury and abandonment by promoting animal rights.
•	 Kingston Creative $18,051.80
		 To fund the Paint The City project which supports Downtown Kingston art murals and related  
	 activities and programs at the grantee’s discretion.
•	 Project STAR (Social Transformation and Renewal) $36,538.75
		 To fund the grantee’s work using targeted interventions in under-resourced areas and violence- 
	 producing communities in Jamaica.

LIST OF GRANTEES 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
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EDUCATION
•	 Bloom Early Childhood Centre of Excellence $15,429.00
	 To build a playground that would facilitate play based learning for 65 students to allow increased  
	 outdoor learning and accommodate the needs of all students, including children with differing  
	 abilities - physical, mental, intellectual, and sensory impairments.
•	 Church Teachers’ College $5,100.00
	 “To fund Scholarships through the Hubert and Delsey Messam Early Childhood Scholarship Fund.” 
•	 Creative Language-Based Learning (CLBL) $20,000.00
	 To partially-fund the Lindamood-Bell Learning Processes Workshops and/or the Summer Learning 	  
	 Session Phase of CLBL’s Foundation Literacy & Numeracy Teacher Training Program. 
•	 Doreen Clemetson Scholarship Fund $521.09
	 To help young Jamaicans who embody her values, to pursue tertiary-level studies  
	 in the field of education.
•	 Edna Manley College of the Visual and Performing Arts $4,322.62
	 To provide 2 student scholarships.
•	 Friends of Hopewell $10,000.00
	 To fund the soup kitchen and senior programs of Friends of Hopewell.
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•	 GK Campus Connect Food Bank $203.39
	 To help fund food banks at the University of the West Indies (UWI) and University of Technology 		
	 (UTech) campuses in Kingston, Jamaica.
•	 Institute of Jamaica $19,000.00
	 To fund 3 two-week youth summer camps in each for close to 200 boys and girls,  
	 ages 6 to 17 years old.
•	 Jamaica Musical Theatre Company (JMTC) $10,652.00
	 To fund an apprenticeship program for close to 20 residents, aged 16 - 35 years old, on full  
	 and partial scholarships to support apprentices transition into professional careers in theater. 
•	 Jamaica Trail Project/Jamaica Conservation and Development Trust (JCDT) $1,039.55
	 To fund work on hiking trails in the Blue and John Crow Mountains. 
•	 Jamaican Advantage thru Sports for Youth (JASY) $2,500.00
	 To cover the rental fee for the athletic facilities at UTECH, to be used for a 1 week sports training 	  
	 camp for an estimated 130 students, ages 10-15 years old.
•	 Lasco Chin Foundation $185.99
	 To fund activities and projects of the Schooling Support and Entrepreneurship Programme at the  
	 grantee’s discretion. 
•	 Melody Home for Girls $2,000.00
	 This grant is donor directed and intended to fund furniture repairs and new dressers/chest of  
	 drawers for the bedrooms of the shelter.
•	 National Education Trust (NET) $34,571.00
	 To upgrade bathroom infrastructure and install a water harvesting and storage system at  
	 Cambridge Primary School, to improve access to water for the school body.
•	 Pocket Rocket Foundation $6,560.00
	 To provide financial assistance to high-school student-athletes who represent their school in any  
	 sporting discipline. These scholarships are to assist with the cost of tuition, books, travel, and lunch.
•	 Portland Arts and Vocational Education (PAVE) Centre $7,074.00
	 To conduct 5-months of vocational training, and further job placement services, through PAVE’s  
	 Youth Entrepreneurship program as well as providing math, language, and computer skills classes. 
•	 RISE Life Management Services $17,000.00
	 To conduct an after-school program for an estimated 30 children, 8 to 12 years olds from the  
	 community of Parade Garden, which will include a literacy and numeracy programme, an  
	 adventure-based life and social skills programme, and grief and trauma counseling.
•	 Rose Town Foundation $138,383.03
 	 To fund activities and programs of Read to Succeed Project for children in the Rose Town 
	 Community at the grantee’s discretion.
•	 Seprod Foundation $20,165.36
	 To support for the Oxford University Computing Challenge (OUCC Jamaica), and the OUCC  
	 Jamaica Challenge Awards, as well as for the Code Jamaica Awards. The initiatives are expected  
	 to engage approximately 400 students across 40 primary and secondary schools, during both  
	 online and in-person competition rounds.
•	 Southern Basketball Conference $12,500.00
	 To provide competitive sports and educational activities to approximately 80 youth, 7 to 21 years  
	 old, and their parents/guardians, in an effort to identify and develop talent and create opportunities  
	 for individual upliftment via basketball and other sports.
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•	 St. Mary Education Trust $1,262.65
	 To provide student scholarships for the parish of St. Mary.
•	 Sydney A Phillips Scholarship $5,670.14
	 To fund the Sydney A Phillips Scholarship to support bright students from the parish of St. Mary.
•	 University of the West Indies - Amb. Glen Holden Scholarship $2,527.32
	 To provide 1 student scholarship.
•	 University of the West Indies - Amb. J. Gary Cooper Scholarship $2,057.67
	 To provide 2 student scholarships.
•	 University of the West Indies - Amb. Sue Cobb Scholarship $1,553.13
	 To provide 2 student scholarships.
•	 University of the West Indies - Mark & Kathleen Newman Scholarship $6,337.00
	 To provide 3 student scholarships.
•	 University of the West Indies - Kevin Paul Akindele Wright Scholarship $4,876.31
	 To provide 1 student scholarship.
•	 University of the West Indies - Klotz Family Scholarship $4,436.28
	 To provide 2 student scholarships.
•	 University of the West Indies - Ralph & Ricky Lauren Family Foundation Scholarship $5,000.00
	 To provide 4 student scholarships.
•	 Violence Prevention Alliance (VPA) $20,000.00
	 To fund the ‘Drumming For Peace’ Project for the duration of February 2023 until January 2024,  
	 during which a tested model will be developed with the basis for project expansion and high-risk  
	 individuals and project beneficiaries will be provided with a therapeutic outlet for peacebuilding  
	 and conflict resolution.
•	 Wattle and Red Earth (WARE) Collective $6,438.00
	 To design and implement a curriculum introducing learners to the fundamental techniques used     
	 to construct Spanish Wall buildings.
•	 Wolmer’s Safe Shelter Programme for Girls Fund $51,933.58
	 To fund safe board/lodging and school expenses for students who are victims of abuse,  
	 as well as any other projects of Wolmer’s Safe Shelter Programme for Girls.
•	 Women’s Centre of Jamaica Foundation $50.00
	 To support their aims to improve youth educational attainment and Adolescent Reproductive Health.

 

EDUCATION Continued
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•	 Bethel Baptist Church $10,500.00
	 To purchase machines to be used for patient screening purposes and to provide meals, toiletries  
	 and basic supplies, to people experiencing homelessness, and other particularly vulnerable people,  
	 as part of the grantee’s on-going outreach and feeding program.
•	 Breds - Treasure Beach Foundation $10,500.00
	 To fund the Treasure Beach Health clinic which will focus on providing treatment and medicine for  
	 chronic health problems such as diabetes and hypertension, and will be equipped to deal with  
	 other health issues, at no or very low cost.
•	 Chain Of Hope $213.04
	 To support the cardiac team at Bustamante Hospital for Children to increase the number of  
	 cardiac procedures performed.
•	Chapleton Hospital $180,135.30
	 To equip their operating room.
•	 Cornwall Regional Hospital $33,395.00
	 To procure equipment, to be used for patient care at Cornwall Regional Hospital.
•	 Eye Health Institute $24,110.00
	 To purchase 1 Optical Coherence Tomography (OCT) machine, and 1 Humphrey Matrix machine,  
	 to aid in diagnosing and treating glaucoma in Jamaica, and allow for the on-going screening of  
	 local patients prior to EHI’s scheduled clinics.
•	JAHJAH Foundation $18,500.00
	 To support the Butterfly hand held ultrasound initiative.
•	 Jamaica Cancer Society $152.20
	 This grant is donor directed and intended to fund Screening and Education activities of the  
	 Jamaica Cancer Society. 
•	Jamaican Handheld Ultrasound Project (JHUP) $33,780.64
	 To create access to valuable clinical insights by using innovative ultrasound technology.
•	 Journey 2 Free $5,500.00
	 To execute a residential retreat for 40 girls, ages 10–16 y.o., from St. Thomas, who are survivors of 
	 child sexual, emotional and physical abuse. Participants will be taught coping strategies and tools  
	 by a clinician, given a safe space to share with and learn from other survivors and guest speakers,  
	 and provided with mentoring and mental health counseling.
•	May Pen Hospital $3,184.21
	 To renovate certain aspects of the hospital. 
•	 Mission of Sight $522.15
	 To fund activities, programs and medical assistance for people with impaired vision for the  
	 Recovery of Sight Project.
•	Savanna La Mar Hospital $593.90
	 To tackle the challenges faced locally by under-resourced areas and violence-producing communities.
•	 Songs For Sound $10,000.00
	 To commission a national demographic report, and conduct a local awareness campaign on  
	 deafness in Jamaica..
•	St Ann’s Bay Hospital $5,077.37
	 To rennovate the play room on the pediatric ward in partnership with Carnival Corp, and Chukka. 

HEALTHCARE



•	 A New Jamaica of Peace Foundation $20,000
	 To serve meals and conduct 50 weeks of skills-training and academic classes in Arnett Gardens,  
	 66 students aged 2 to 16 years old. The curriculum is expected to include both a range of literary,  
	 STEM, baking, art, music and sport classes, as well as field trip and counseling opportunities.
•  Busy Bee Educational Enrichment (BBEE) $4,000.00
	 To support 2 full-day free academic summer camps between July-August 2023, one in Comma  
	 Pen, St. Elizabeth and one in Whitefield, Manchester. The camps are expected to enroll  
	 130 children in total, aged 4 and 13 years old and will focus on reading and math. 
•	 Christel House (CHJ) $8,575.00
	 To support nutrition for the school’s K-4 students. 
• 	Mustard Seed Communities $10,000.00
	 To fund the school nutrition program. The program will feed breakfast and lunch to students whose 
	 families/guardians are unable to pay for these meals.
• 	ODEM Foundation $15,840.00
	 To upgrade the existing computer lab at the Waterhouse Community Centreand support after-school  
	 programs for students, workshops on computer literacy and skills, and mentorship programs.

YOUTH NUTRITION
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GRANTEES  
WITH IMPACT
YOUTH NUTRITION
CHRISTEL HOUSE
During the 2022-2023 academic year, 277 students received breakfast, lunch, and a snack daily, with 3 staff 
members employed in the canteen and 10 parents volunteering, while the kitchen was upgraded with new cooking 
utensils, appliances, and food storage facilities, enabling on-site meal preparation and leading to a projected 24% 
reduction in nutrition costs for the upcoming school year, from USD $406,684 in 2023 to USD $312,000 in 2024.
●	 277 students received breakfast, lunch, and a snack daily throughout the year. 
●	 The kitchen was upgraded with necessary equipment for on-site meal preparation. 
●	 Nutrition costs are projected to decrease by 24% in 2024, saving $94,684 USD. 

BUSY BEE EDUCATIONAL ENRICHMENT
The summer camps were successfully completed, with 88 students nominated by local primary school principals 
based on their risk for academic failure, attending a 2-week program focused on reading, math, and small-group 
tutoring, while 37 students participated in a 6-week program, receiving lunch, books, and school supplies.
●	 88 students were nominated for their risk of academic failure by local school principals. 
●	 The curriculum focused on reading, math, small-group tutoring, and  computer-assisted instruction. 
●	 BBEE raised USD $5,000 for the budget, with AFJ funds covering the cost of one teacher and one  
 	 assistant per class.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
WATTLE AND RED EARTH
The curriculum will teach fundamental Spanish Wall building techniques through instructional videos and hands-on 
training with a master builder, serving 5 trainees from St. Elizabeth. In July, 3 apprentices documented the building 
process, creating the foundation for the curriculum that will support WARE’s Living Museum’s educational and 
community tourism initiatives.
●	 3 apprentices spent 10 workdays in July documenting the entire Spanish Wall buildingprocess, from the 
	 foundation to the final stages, using video and still photography.
●	 This documentation will form the basis of a curriculum that links traditional building techniques with education,  
	 community tourism, and local income generation, featured in WARE’s Living Museum.
●	 The curriculum will be accessible to 100 on-site visitors once the museum is complete and to an  
	 additional 150 online beneficiaries, preserving and sharing the Spanish Wall building technique.
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KINGSTON CREATIVE
The AFJ made a grant to support Kingston Creative’s ArtWalks in Downtown  
Kingston, aimed at boosting community engagement, collaborating with cultural 
institutions, and generating economic activity. The initiative is linked to the 
Paint the City’ mural project, where Jamaican creatives are transforming  
historic buildings and under-utilized spaces into a vibrant Art District. Over the course 
of three months, the ArtWalks attracted 3,000-4,000 visitors.
●	 Collaboration with women’s groups, youth, and grassroots organizations fostered 
	 inclusivity and strengthened community ties.
●	 The project resulted in a comprehensive database of local artists and creative  
	 entrepreneurs, contributing to the growth of the creative economy in Downtown Kingston.
●	 The Art Walks provided a dynamic platform for local artists, showcasing                  
	 cultural tours an artisanal market.

SOUTHERN BASKETBALL CONFERENCE
The program offers a comprehensive range of sports and educational activities to youth aged 7-21, using basketball and 
other initiatives to develop talent, foster personal growth, and provide opportunities for both the youth and their families. 
●	 7 basketball players successfully transferred to high schools with competitive programs in 2023. 
●	 120 youth and parents benefitted from improved literacy, numeracy, and social skills through partnerships with  
	 schools and UTECH.
●	 8 students employed by the Ministry of Sports during the summer and 6 girls participated in a STEM event  
	 in October 2023.

THE CREATIVE LANGUAGE BASED LEARNING PROGRAM  
The Creative Language Based Learning Program provides teachers in Jamaica with tools to aid them in their  
classrooms through workshops and mentorship. The Program is conducted while school is in session so that  
teachers can implement the strategies they learn instantly to further develop their abilities.
As of March 22, 2024, the CLBL Foundation remedial team conducted 32 Job-Embedded Coaching Sessions for 15 
teachers from the 6 schools selected by Jamaica Social Investment Fund. 218.97 hours of Professional Development 
through Workshops and Job-Embedded Coaching were delivered.
●	 180.0 hours of Workshop. 
●	 38.97 hours of One-on-One Instructional Coaching. 
●	 Teachers at 6 schools with a combined 143 students (ages 4-6) participated. 

EDUCATION
INSTITUTE OF JAMAICA 
The Goal is to fund three two-week youth summer camps at three locations (East Street Junior Centre, Greater Portmore 
Junior Center, and Simón Bolívar Cultural Centre), providing an engaging program for approximately 200 boys and girls 
from inner-city communities.
●	 The Camps ran for 5 hours each weekday during June and July.
●	 Students at the camps engaged in creative activities such as arts and crafts, drumming, and other  
	 expressive projects.



HEALTH CARE 
BETHEL BAPTIST CHURCH
The program aims to provide health screenings and essential services for the homeless and vulnerable  
populations, including patient screenings, meals, and basic supplies through an outreach initiative at the 
Church’s permanent clinic and feeding program.
●	 3 screening machines (HbA1C, Hemoglobin, and Lipidocare) were procured and used to screen 28 people in 
     the first of 2 health fairs for the homeless in August 2023.
●	 3,660 meals and care packages have been distributed, with an average of 105 persons visiting the Church’s  
      center daily.
●	 The Church’s feeding program has expanded from 5 to 7 days a week, providing essential services like showers,  
	 clothing, and toiletries.

HANDHELD ULTRASOUND PHASE 2
The Jamaica Handheld Ultrasound Project is a collaborative initiative between the AFJ and the JAHJAH Foundation to 
provide hospitals across Jamaica with advanced Ultrasound devices and training. These handheld ultrasounds allow 
doctors to easily and accurately diagnose maternal and emergency patients. In phase one of the project which was 
executed the previous year, 10 hospitals were selected to distribute the devices to and in January of 2024, another  
10 locations were supplied for a  total of 46 devices distributed.
This second phase also included a workshop in Kingston for Jamaican physicians to learn about the devices and hear 
from experts experienced in their use. The training session was led by Dr. Clunie of NYU School of Medicine, Dr. Small of 
Duke University and Dr. Vargas from the Global Ultrasound Institute with the help of a team from the Jacobi Hospital ER 
department. A total of 78 Jamaican physicians attended the conference making the event a resounding success!

ST. ANN’S HOSPITAL RENOVATION 
In May 2023, the American Friends of Jamaica partnered with Carnival Corporation & PLC and Chukka on 
a transformative charitable initiative at the St. Ann’s Bay Regional Hospital. The Labor Day Project brought 
together these organizations to renovate the pediatric ward’s playroom, featuring a comprehensive clean-up, 
painting, and reading sessions for children, alongside the provision of labor and materials to construct a concrete 
board for the hospital’s learning center. This collaborative effort not only demonstrated the power of community 
partnerships but also brought joy and hope to young patients, embodying the true spirit of Labor Day 2023 by 
turning a day of service into lasting change for those in need.

MEDICAL SUPPLIES IN-KIND DONATION
In November 2023, a life-changing in-kind donation to hospitals arrived in Jamaica. The donation included 
anesthesia warmers, laryngoscope, catheters, and other surgical supplies valued at over US$500,000. Items in this 
20-foot container will be distributed to the University of the West Indies, Kingston Public Hospital, Chapelton Hospital 
and May Pen Hospital. 

PROJECT 
HIGHLIGHTS
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EVENT
HIGHLIGHTS

HUMMINGBIRD GALA 
The American Friends of Jamaica (AFJ) hosted the 2023 Hummingbird Gala on Friday, 
October 27th at the Plaza Hotel in New York City. Honorees Danny Wegman, Chairman 
of Wegmans Food Markets Inc., and his wife, Paula Kerr-Jarrett Wegman, Social 
Entrepreneur received International Humanitarian Awards. Sherrese Clarke Soares, 
Founder of HarbourView Equity Partners, received the Blue Mountain Award and Janice 
Hart of Yale New Haven Hospital received the Lignum Vitae Award. The night was a 
resounding success and raised $874,869.71!

GRANT AWARDS CEREMONY
The American Friends of Jamaica (AFJ), in partnership with the U.S. Embassy in Kingston, 
hosted the 2023 Grant Awards Ceremony on May 2nd at the U.S. Embassy Building in 
Kingston. The ceremony was hosted by the Honorable N. Nick Perry, Ambassador to the 
United States, with special guest The Honorable Fayval Williams, Minister of Finance and 
the Public Service, in attendance. During the event, $593,500.27 in grants was awarded 
to support initiatives aimed at promoting healthier communities, fostering self-sufficiency, 
and improving the lives of Jamaicans.

ONE LOVE PRIVATE SCREENING 
On June 27, 2024, the American Friends of Jamaica, Inc. (AFJ) hosted a private 
screening of Bob Marley One Love at the exclusive Core Club in Manhattan. This event 
highlighted AFJ’s commitment to improving the lives of vulnerable communities in 
Jamaica through partnerships, such as one with Paramount Pictures to enhance 
facilities at Trench Town Primary School. The film, directed by Reinaldo Marcus 
Green and produced in collaboration with the Marley family, showcases the life 
and legacy of Bob Marley. Following the screening, guests participated in a Q&A 
with Rohan Marley, Bob’s son, further enriching the experience. 

 * Pictured are New York Gala Honorees
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AUDITED FINANCIALS
THE AMERICAN FRIENDS OF JAMAICA, INC.

STATEMENTS OF FINANCIAL POSITION
March 31, 2024 and 2023

CURRENT ASSETS:
Cash and cash equivalents $1,313,529 $997,740
Investments 1,630,946 1,441,618
Unconditional promises to give 19,576 186,464
Prepaid expenses and other assets 1,750 1,750
Total current assets 2,965,801 2,627,572
Beneficial interest in remainder trust 100,000 
Property and equipment, net 12 461
Total assets $3,065,813 $2,728,033

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS 
CURRENT LIABILITIES:

2024  2023

2024 2023
:

Accounts payable and accrued expenses $9,514
9,514  

$12,773
12,773 Total current liabilities 

NET ASSETS:
Net assets without donor restrictions 
Net assets without donor restrictions - 

295,342 527,359

board designated 1,490,154  1,310,280
231,338
646,283

2,715,260
2,728,033

Net assets with donor restrictions - endowment 
Net assets with donor restrictions 

240,792  
1,030,011  

3,056,299  
3,065,813  

Total net assets 
Total liabilities and net assets 

 ASSETS 

100,000
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THE AMERICAN FRIENDS OF JAMAICA, INC.
STATEMENTS OF ACTIVITIES

For the Years Ended March 31, 2024 and 2023
 

                                                                                                                        

 

SUPPORT AND REVENUE:
Contributions and donations                            $223,743                                   $223,743           $345,702             $10,000        $355,702
Contributions - donor advised                                        -                742,717        742,717                        -              524,168          524,168       
Contributions - endowment                                       200                           -                200               76,000                         -            76,000
Contributions - in kind                                          586,597                          -          586,597                1,500                         -               1,500
Events                                                                      731,099                  86,534         817,633             926,237             204,029       1,130,266
Administrative fees and other                              20,822                           -            20,822               16,901                        -             16,901
Net investment return                                          198,558                   41,381        239,939               17,261                 4,992            22,253    
Net assets released from restrictions               477,450              (477,450)                    -             521,456           (521,456)                     -         
Total support and revenue                                2,238,469                393,182      2,631,651          1,905,057            221,733       2,126,790

EXPENSES:
Events                                                                     357,448                                      357,448             563,190                                   563,190  
Program services:
Grants - donor advised                                        479,047                           -          479,047             579,806                                   579,806       
Grants - discretionary                                          498,311                                      498,311             318,582                                    318,582      
Donations - in kind                                               586,597                                      586,597                 1,500                                        1,500 
Total program services                                     1,921,403                           -       1,921,403          1,463,078                        -       1,463,078
Supporting services:               
General and administrative                                 369,209                                      369,209            310,101                                     310,101 
Total expenses                                                    2,290,612                                  2,290,612          1,773,179                        -       1,773,179 
(Decrease) increase in net assets                      (52,143)               393,182          341,039            131,878             221,733          353,611
Net assets - beginning of year                         1,837,639               877,621        2,715,260         1,705,761            655,888       2,361,649 
Net assets - end of year                                   $1,785,496         $1,270,803      $3,056,299       $1,837,639           $877,621      $2,715,260 

TOTAL
WITHOUT DONOR

RESTRICTIONS
WITH DONOR

RESTRICTIONS TOTAL
WITHOUT DONOR

RESTRICTIONS
WITH DONOR

RESTRICTIONS

-

-
-

-

-

-
-

-

-

2024  2023

-

-
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Salaries and related expenses                             $                             $                    $                   $                    $224,611             $224,611
Grants - donor-advised                              579,806                              -                                                                                             579,806
Grants - discretionary                                 318,582                             -                                                                                             318,582
Donations - in-kind                                                                                              1,500                                                                           1,500
Events                                                                                                                                     563,190                                                  563,190
Professional services                                                                                                                                                28,525                28,525
Credit card processing fees                                                                                                                                       9,698                  9,698
Rent                                                                                                                                                                                 1,079                   1,079
Advertising                                                                                                                                                                     3,380                  3,380
Bank fees                                                                                                                                                                        6,030                  6,030
Telephone                                                                                                                                                                       5,121                   5,121
Postage and delivery                                                                                                                                                    1,559                  1,559
Office supplies and expenses                                                                                                                                    1,358                  1,358
Payroll fees                                                                                                                                                                     1,700                  1,700
Travel                                                                                                                                                                               5,155                  5,155
Insurance                                                                                                                                                                        1,841                  1,841
Miscellaneous                                                                                                                                                              18,701                18,701 
Subtotal                                                        898,388                                            1,500         563,190                      308,758           1,771,836
Depreciation                                                            -                               -                    -                    -                           1,343                  1,343 
Total expenses                                          $898,388                              -           $1,500       $563,190                    $310,101         $1,773,179 

DONATIONS 
IN-KIND

 GENERAL AND
ADMINISTRATION EVENTS    TOTAL

 

 

          

 
                 DONATIONS

IN-KIND
                                                GENERAL AND
                                  ADMINISTRATION                TOTAL

                                                                                                                
Salaries and related expenses                                     $                                $                              $                      $247,475           $247,475
Grants - donor-advised                                      479,047                                 -                              -                                    -              479,047
Grants - discretionary                                         498,311                                -                              -                                    -              498,311
Donations - in-kind                                                          -                     586,597                              -                                    -             586,597
Events                                                                                -                                -                   357,448                                    -             357,448
Professional services                                                     -                                -                               -                          63,250               63,250
Credit card processing fees                                          -                                -                               -                            5,818                 5,818
Rent                                                                                    -                                -                               -                            1,094                 1,094
Advertising                                                                       -                                -                               -                             1,911                 1,911
Bank fees                                                                          -                                -                               -                             5,342                5,342
Telephone                                                                         -                                -                               -                             3,809                3,809
Postage and delivery                                                      -                                -                               -                             1,461                1,461
Office supplies and expenses                                      -                                -                               -                             2,474                2,474
Payroll fees                                                                       -                                -                               -                             4,319                4,319
Travel                                                                                 -                                -                               -                             6,715                6,715
Insurance                                                                          -                                -                               -                             1,986                1,986
Miscellaneous                                                                  -                                -                               -                            23,106             23,106 
Subtotal                                                                977,358                    586,597                    357,448                       368,760           2,290,163
Depreciation                                                                     -                                -                               -                                449                   449 
Total expenses                                                   $977,358                 $586,597                  $357,448                     $369,209        $2,290,612 

    
 

2024

2023

EVENTS
GRANTS

GRANTS

Program Services

Program Services

PROGRAM 
 DELIVERY

THE AMERICAN FRIENDS OF JAMAICA, INC.
STATEMENTS OF FUNCTIONAL EXPENSES 

For the Years Ended March 31, 2024 and 2023
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THE AMERICAN FRIENDS OF JAMAICA, INC.
STATEMENTS OF CASH FLOWS 

For the Years Ended March 31, 2024 and 2023

                                                                                                 2024                   2023
CASH FLOWS FROM OPERATING ACTIVITIES:
Increase in net assets                                                                     $341,039                  $353,611
Adjustments to reconcile increase in net assets  

      to net cash provided by operating activities::
Depreciation                                                                                             449                        1,343
Unrealized gains on investments                                                 (199,455)                     (4,057)
(Decrease) increase in unconditional promises to give              166,888                   (64,920)
Decrease in prepaid expenses and other assets                                    -                            818
(Decrease) in accounts payable and accrued expenses              (3,259)                         (876)
(Decrease) in deferred revenue                                                                 -                       (6,845)
Net cash provided by operating activities                                    305,662                     279,074 

CASH FLOWS FROM INVESTING ACTIVITIES:                             
Proceeds from (purchases of) investments                                    10,127                  (182,726)
Purchases of property and equipment                                                     -                          (305)
Net cash provided by (used in) investing activities                               10,127                  (183,031)
Net increase in cash and cash equivalents                                   315,789                      96,043
Cash and cash equivalents, beginning of year                             997,740                     901,697 
Cash and cash equivalents, end of year                                   $1,313,529                   $997,740
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OUR TEAM

PRESIDENT
Wendy Hart

TREASURER
Christopher Ohrstrom

SECRETARY
James A. Cada

PRESIDENT EMERITI
Amb. Sue M. Cobb, ret. 
Amb. Glen Holden, ret. 
Amb. Brenda Johnson, ret.
 

DIRECTOR EMERITUS
Amb. J Gary Cooper, ret. 

DIRECTORS
Amb. Pamela E. Bridgewater, ret.
Paula Campbell-Roberts
Barron Channer
Glenn Creamer
Patricia Falkenberg
Sarah Hsia
Radford Klotz
Monica Ladd
Kathleen Newman
Dr. Laura Tanna

AFJ BOARD OF DIRECTORS

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Caron Chung

PROGRAM ANALYST
Alexandra Clarke
Chelsea Taylor

EXECUTIVE ADMINISTRATIVE
ASSISTANT
SarahCaitlin Hornyak

CO-OPS
Jeri Ngoc Le
Griffin Sabatini
Jenna Sigman
Ruchi Upadhyay
Tina Vo
Hein Zarni

INTERNS     
Brayden Davis
David Lopez
Mikita Motlag
Chidi Olewuenyi
Yue Zhao

ADMINISTRATION
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THANK YOU!  
Sponsors & Partners

Pantone 1788 C

Pantone 360 C

Pantone 2935 C

Pantone 294 C 

Pantone 1788 C

Pantone 360 C

Pantone 2935 C

Pantone 294 C 

AUTOMALLAUTOMALL

SALES · SERVICE · PARTS · BODYSHOP • QUICK LANE
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*Auction Donations and Advertisements valued over US $5,000 Included
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GET INVOLVED
MAKE A DONATION
The AFJ relies on the support of our generous donors to 
achieve our mission. We welcome your gifts that create 
opportunity and hope for deserving Jamaicans. No gift is 
too small to impact a life.

DONOR ADVISED OR DESIGNATED
You can actively participate in grant making. If you 
have a deep interest or would like to contribute to a 
charitable organization in Jamaica, we can help direct 
grants to these causes.

DISCRETIONARY
The discretionary fund supports the AFJ’s annual 
grants program. Recipients are applicants aligned with 
the organization’s charitable mission for education, 
healthcare and economic development.

ENDOWMENT FUND
Ensuring the survival of our organization for many 
years to come is the essence of the AFJ Endowment 
Fund. It demonstrates the long term commitment of our  
organization to Jamaica and ensures that our giving 
programs become stronger and increasingly impactful 
throughout the years.

VOLUNTEERS
Interested in donating your time and effort to the 
American Friends of Jamaica?
The purpose of the volunteer program is to widen the 
AFJ’s impact in communities across Jamaica. Volunteers 
are needed to support fundraising and networking 
events. Volunteers are also invited to join the AFJ Board 
of Directors during annual grantee site visits in Jamaica.
The program offers opportunities for individuals 
interested in supporting our work.
Virtual volunteer opportunites are available;  
some roles include:
•	 Organizing committee (New York or Miami)
•	 Gala Support (New York or Miami)
•	 Auction itme solicitation
•	 Fundraising
•	 Corporate Partnership Outreach
•	 Marketing/PR/Social Media
•	 Site Visit Coordination
An interview is held with each prospective volunteer to 
datermine compatibility, expectations and a mutually 
acceptable assignment. University students can earn 
credits for participating in internship and volunteer 
opportunities with the AFJ and are presented with 
professional references and recognition at the end of 
their tenure. Please complete and return the application 
form to: info@theafj.org

DONATE

Cash/Check/Online 
Endowment Fund

Matched Donations
Choose a Cause

Intern
Co-op

Volunteer

JOIN US

       @theafj
       @afjcares
       @afjcares
www.theafj.org

FOLLOW US



A 501(c)(3) Corporation 
Benefiting the People of Jamaica

The American Friends of Jamaica, Inc.

212-265-2550
Email: info@theafj.org

WWW.THEAFJ.ORG


