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MISSION
STATEMENT

The American Friends of Jamaica is a
non-profit 501 (c)(3) organization
supporting charitable organizations
and social initiatives in Jamaica
working to improve lives through
systemic development in the areas of
education, health care and economic
development.

The American Friends of Jamaica
seeks to advance self-sufficiency,
promote healthy communities and
strengthen the nation.
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR
PRESIDENT

Q c Dear Friends of Jamaica

Connection was an important theme for the ARJ this year. Emerging from
the pandemic stage of COVID brought home the importance of human
connection and we shared in the joy and the work of reestablishing time
spent with others.

We reconnected with grantees, many of whom had to pause all or
significant parts of their programs during COVID and the loss of learning for
students was tremendous. As a result, approximately two thirds of our
grants for the year were made in Education, with an emphasis on remedial
learning and if possible, including a mental health component such as the
arts and/or conflict resolution.

Connections were also built with new initiatives, such as JHUP, the
Jamaica Handheld Ultrasound Project, where we partnered with the
Ministry of Health and Wellness and JAHJAH Foundation to provide 24
handheld ultrasound devices in 10 hospitals across Jamaica and held a
training conference to supportits launch.

We focused on being connected with friends and were thrilled to be able to
hold our Galas once more, when we get to spend time with so many of our
supporters, to celebrate our honorees, to share our work and to raise funds
for our grant programs. In addition, we hosted ElevateTogether, Ignite in
Montego Bay Jamaica, an economic and social issue forum, gathering
business leaders and supporters to learn and share on key development
indicators and theirimpact on the way forward.

And while we value in-person connection most highly, we appreciate the
transformation of online meetings to enable connection across distances.

So it is with gratitude that we thank our donors, sponsors, grantees, our
Board and our team for being connected with us, for sharing in our passion
for building and strengthening community across Jamaica.

One Love
Wendy Hart
President
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Dear AFRJ Friends:

| am proud of our growth and exceptional team and | am convinced that
2024-2025 will bring many new opportunities for us to keep making a
meaningful impact in Jamaica.

2023 was an exciting and inspiring year for us at the ARJ. Our dedication and
hard work have enabled us to create new impact, transform more
communities and touch lives. We continue to support an extensive list of
grantees across the island through our annual grant awards program.
Increasing the deployment of diagnostic devices across the island has been
revolutionary.

This year, thanks to the dedication and passion of our Board and our donors,
we exceeded our giving goals. We also focused on crisis response and
intervention and novel partnerships

We recognize that our grantee partners are our superpower and continue to
support them to do their best work. In 2023, we saw our grant applications
returning to pre-COVID levels with opportunities to create significant
transformation in activities such as enrichment/after-school programs.

We are privileged to work with like-minded donors and partners who share
our objective for building more inclusive, equitable and sustainable
programs. While there is much that is unpredictable in the world today,
With your support, we are able to navigate with agility, vigilance and
discipline.

We remain steadfast in our efforts to create a more sustainable future for
our grantees. | wish to extend my sincere thanks to our team, donors, Board
members and stakeholders for their trust and ongoing confidence in our
mission.

Sincerely,

Caron Chung
Executive Director
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IMPACT

In 2023, fundraising net revenue reached $1,563,600, a significant increase from the $1,192,056 raised
in 2022, marking a percentage growth of approximately 3117%. This impressive boost was largely
driven by the success of our Annual Galas held in New York and Miami, which collectively brought in
over $1,130,000. These events not only strengthened our financial foundation but also helped expand
our network of supporters, enhancing our ability to fund key programs and initiatives in the coming
year.

As the impact of the coronavirus pandemic lessened, the 2022-2023 grant cycle marked a strategic
shift in the ARJ)’s focus, moving from crisis mitigation to advancing our core pillars, particularly
education. This shift is reflected both in the number of grants awarded—64% (39 of 61 grants) were
directed to schools and educational programs—and in the total grant value, with 70% of 2023’s
funding allocated to education. This represents a $500,000 increase from the previous year. These
funds were used to provide school supplies, extracurricular programs, support for teachers, campus
improvements, school lunches, and skills training, helping students of all ages succeed. The total grant
distribution increased from $740,818 in 2022 to $899,888 in 2023, reflecting a growth of approximately
21.47%.

The Endowment Fund experienced a growth from $1,038,137 to $1,210,279, representing an increase of
$172,142. This growth reflects a percentage increase of approximately 16.58%, indicating a positive
trend in the fund’s financial health.

$1563600  +3117%

Fundraising Revenue

$899,888 +21.47%

Total Grants Distributed

$1210279  +16.58%

Endowment Fund
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SUMMARY

Endowment Fund

2023 $1,210,279

2022 $1,038,37 5

2021 $914,453

2020 | $612,099 . .
250,000 500,000 750,000 1,000,000 1,250,000 150,000

Grantee Breakdown

COVID Relief Economic Development
S$423,725 $137,839
Healthcare Healthcare
$148,009 $68,087
Education Education
$116,070 $638,494
Other . Youth Nutrition
$62,889 $56923
2022 TOTAL $751,649 2023 ™ §901,343
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2022-2023

LIST OF GRANTEES

Education

5k Gallop Schools Initiative | $28,780

To benefit schools in Jamaica.

Alpha Boys School | $12,000

To fund a series of music education workshops for Alpha
students and the public.

Bull Savannah Primary | $12,000

To fund the Winnifred Brown Kagwa Scholarship Program.
Child Resiliency Program | $20,000

To implement a program that addresses emotionally and
behaviorally challenged at-risk students.

Children First Agency | $7,719

To implement the proposed program ‘Bashy Connect’ which
seeks to engage children ages 8-12 years, and parents
between the ages of 18-40.

Church Teacher's College | $3,447

To fund the Hubert and Delsey Messam Early Childhood
Scholarship.

Creative Language-Based Learning | $15,000

To fund the Summer Learning Session Phase of the program
which provides teachers with an opportunity to implement
and practice methodologies learned in the workshops.
Dudley Grant Memorial Trust | $3,922

To conduct a series of workshops for parents of basic school
children.

Dupont Infant and Primary School | $2,745

To implement programs to provide nutritious meals to
Jamaican youth.

Fight for Peace | $12,000

To provide nutritious meals to Jamaican youth.

Friends of Hopewell | $20,000

To fund Hopewell Skills Training Centre.

GraceKennedy Campus Connect Food Bank | $21,033

To support food security for University students.
Goldeneye Foundation | $2,500

To fund the purchase of tools for the construction training
program.

Institute of Jamaica | $15,000

To fund a one month summer art workshop.

Jamaica Association for the Deaf | $20,255

To increase employment opportunities for students at
Schools for the Deaf through teacher training, employer
engagement and parental support.

Meadowbrook High | $1,000

To fund a student welfare program.

Milk River Primary and Infant School | $8,444

To provide school supplies such as desks, chairs, and
sanitary stations.

Peace and Love in Schools (PALS) | $20,000

To fund a short-term behavior modification intervention for
up to 25 at-risk students ages 13-17.

Portland Arts & Vocational Education Centre | $2,432
To launch a youth entrepreneurship program.

Richmond Park Primary | $3,550

To fund a ping pong table and smart board.

Rose Town Foundation | $108,931

To support the Rose Town community center and its
programs.

Seprod Foundation | $16,693

To provide access to the computing challenges for this
international informatics and computational thinking
program.

SOS Children's Village of Jamaica | $4,562

To support the entrepreneurial pursuits of the children,
adolescents and youth.

Southern Basketball Conference | $12,300

To provide basketball activities, after school tutoring and
conflict resolution skills (weekly training, competitions and
equipment).

St. Mary Education Trust | $2,089

To support for students from St. Mary with a University
Scholarship.

St. Mary's Preparatory School | $10,000

To provide educational supplies and teacher support.
Teach Caribbean | $3,387

To fund a remedial learning summer program for students in
Manchester.

The Jamaica Trail Project | $1,060

Development of the Jamaica Trail Project.

The Multicare Foundation | $10,362

To provide six months of job certification training, life skills
training, work experience, mentorship and support, and
scholarships.

Trinity Preparatory School | $15,000

To purchase educational supplies and teacher support.
United Way of Jamaica | $15,000

To facilitate the empowerment of 30 parents in the lower
socio-economic communities.
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University of Technology | $12,608

To fund skills training and mentorship program for
unattached youth in the inner-city communities surrounding
UTech.

UWI - Cobb Scholarships | $1,600

Support of University Scholarships.

UWI - Amb. Gary Cooper Scholarship | $1,850
Support of University Scholarships.

UWI - Amb. Glen Holden Scholarship | $2,625
Support of University Scholarships.

UWI - Kevin Wright Scholarship | $4,832

Support of University Scholarships.

UWI - Newman Scholarship | $3,150

Support of University Scholarships.

UWI - Ralph & Ricky Lauren Scholarship | $10,000
Support of University Scholarships.

Violence Prevention Alliance | $45,923

To enable youths in the inner-city to become positive
influencers through creative arts.

Youth Nutrition

Implement programs to provide nutritious meals to Jamaican
youth.

A New Jamaica of Peace | $11,182

Busy Bee Education Enrichment Inc | $3,350

Joy Town Community Development Foundation | $11,250

Healthcare

Breds Treasure Beach Foundation | $39,361

To purchase medical equipment for the Treasure Beach
Clinic.

Issa Trust Foundation | $5,000

To help fund construction of a children’s health clinic.
Jamaica Handheld Ultrasound Program | $65,452
To fund the procurement and training of Handheld Ultrasound
devices in 10 hospitals across Jamaica.

Jamaica Society for the Blind | $16,269

To purchase optometric equipment.

May Pen Hospital | $57953

To construct an outpatient welcome center.
Missions of Sight | $1,249

To provide general support.

Program Services | $2,955

To support program delivery.

Sacred Heart Roman Catholic Church | $10,000
General support period.

Smile A While Foundation | $10,000

To create access to therapy services for children with
disabilities.

St. Andrew's Settlement | $5,000

To purchase a compressor for use in the dental clinic.

Economic Development

City Life Ministries | $14,000

To fund an entrepreneurship program - training in the
development of sales and distribution networks.

Project STAR | $36,550

To provide funding for Project STAR Building Communities
through Social Transformation.

Hope Zoo Preservation Foundation | $1,050

To support the expansion of current petting zoo and animal
interaction area.

J-Flag | $5,000

To support 100 members of the LGBT community who will be
engaged in self-care activities and the promotion of holistic
health-care.

Jamaica Conservation Partners | $19,229

To fund environmental conservation programs.

JSPCA | $1,050

To fund activities at the discretion of grantees for animal
welfare.

Kingston Creative | $52,671

To stage six Kingston Creative ArtWalks that can attract an
audience of 3,000 - 4,000 visitors in three months to improve
community engagement.

Sustainable Livelihood Network | $17973

To fund training for community members.

White River Marine Association | $1,000

To support environmental conservation.
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