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Grace Jones, Vanessa Noel, Robert White, and Mark White to be
honored at Hummingbird Gala in New York, NY

New York, NY, July 23rd, 2024 – The American Friends of Jamaica (AFJ) has announced the
2024 Hummingbird Gala, which will be held on Friday, October 25th at the Plaza Hotel in New
York City. This year's Gala will celebrate awardees: Grace Jones, OJ and Vanessa Noel for the
International Achievement Award, Robert White, OD, BH[L] and Mark White, JP for the
International Humanitarian Award.

Grace Jones, OJ is a Jamaican-American singer, songwriter, model and actress who greatly
influenced the disco music scene before continuing on to fuse genres, pioneered the
cross-dressing movement of the 1980s, acted in various prominent films, and has been cited as
an inspiration for many artists. In 2016, Billboard ranked her as the 40th greatest dance club
artist of all time.

Vanessa Noel is an American luxury shoe designer, hotelier, gallery owner, restaurateur,
philanthropist, and founder of the Noel Shoe Museum, the first shoe museum in the United
States.

Robert White, OD, BH[L] and Mark White, JP are the epitome of homegrown Jamaican
entrepreneurship, pride in country and philanthropy at its best. These brothers played an
instrumental role in building a strong paper industry in Jamaica when in 2003 they created
Sanmerna Paper Products Limited.

The 2024 Hummingbird Gala will be an elegant experience with a silent auction collection and
premium entertainment that provides an opportunity to engage with our supporters. The Gala
will feature an intriguing silent auction collection, three course cuisine, exquisite wines and other
glimmering touches to create a night that our supporters won't soon forget.

Caron Chung, Executive Director of the AFJ states, "We look forward to honoring these
distinguished individuals and welcoming our community of supporters of Jamaica. As always,
the annual gala offers an opportunity for fun and camaraderie while promoting the continuance
and progression of AFJ’s legacy and mission.”

For over 40 years, the AFJ has provided well-needed support in education, healthcare, and
economic development, which includes programs such as expanding the handheld ultrasound
device initiative to 18 hospitals, and other disaster relief responses. Our annual discretionary



grant cycle funds an active grant application process. All proceeds from the 2024 New York
Gala will bring vital funds to support programs that advance the mission of the AFJ for Jamaica.

2024 New York Hummingbird Gala tickets are now available. Individual tickets or tables of ten
can be purchased on this link 2024 Hummingbird Gala. To become a sponsor please contact
events@theafj.org or 212-265-2550.

About the AFJ
The AFJ is a registered 501(c)(3) nonprofit built on the principles of service and philanthropy.
For nearly 40 years, the organization has been rendering assistance in the areas of Education,
Healthcare, and Economic Development. The AFJ Grant Cycle begins at the end of each year
and grants are disbursed in April of the following year. For information on how to purchase
tickets or become a sponsor to support our mission for Jamaica, email info@theafj.org or visit
www.theafj.org.
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