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#FiveFriends

Moments after accepting the International Humanitarian award from
former US Ambassador to Jamaica Pamela Bridgewater (centre)
honorees, Sanmerna Paper Products Ltd Technical Director Mark White
(second left) and his brother, Managing Director Robert White posed
for a photo-op with the American Friends of Jamaica, Inc board chair
Wendy Hart (left) and Executive Director Caron S Chung.
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Friends 4 Life

| Hummingbird Gala honoree, legendary Jamaican-US singer,
songwriter, model and actress Grace Jones invited her
longtime friend, music producer and Island Records founder
Chris Blackwell to share the spotlight with her.

On Friday, October 25, the American Friends of Jamaica (AFJ) presented
the Intemational Achievement Award to the legendary Grace Jones
and visionary shoe designer Vanessa Noel; the Intemational
Humanitarian Award to Jamaican entrepreneurs Robert
\White and Mark White.
The event took place at the iconic Plaza Hotel and was
hosted by CBS News comespandent Michelle Miller, with
entertainment by dancehall icon Baby Cham, singer Lukie
D, and deejay Max Glazer.
The AFJ is dedicated to supporting educa-

tion, health care, and economic development
initiatives across Jamaica. Through grants and
partnerships with local organisations, the AFJ
has been a catalyst for sustainable growth,
ensuring that vital resources reach those who
need them most. The Hummingbird Gala is an
important event to raise funds necessary to continue
these life-changing programmes and the team at the
Plaza Hotel certainly pulled out all the stops to ensure a
seamless execution for the capacity-filed ballroom.

Page 2 shares highlights.
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Wow, Wow?

Baby Cham's tight set certainly found #
favour with those in at‘tendance
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Kodak Moment |

The American Friends of Jamaica, Inc Executive Director Portfolio Marketing Group CEO Noel a A Ball...
Caron S Chung (centre) joined honoree Grace Jones (left) and Mignott and honoree Vanessa Noel
politico Lisa Hanna for a photo-op. faced the Page 2 lens.
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~ Max Glazer.

’”’m\ And, #ICYMI, Diotima founder and creative

Humminghird Gala—an annual e \, director, Jamaican-born designer Rachel Scott
éﬁ fy \ v,L made history an Monday, October 78 as the

fund-raiser for the American ] ‘
Friends of Jamaica (AFRJ) that ﬁ a N 1 first black woman (and Jamaican to boot) to

fage 2 is back at The Plaza Hotal,
New York City, where the

honours notabls figures who | ] | | win the coveted CFDA Womenswear Designer
: R y | N

have contributed to Jamaica’s S y "\ m Of the Year award!

prograss— was — = “It is my immense hanour to

held last Friday,
October 75.

This year's
honorees included
legendary singer,
songwriter,
madel, and actress Grace
Jones, visionary shoe designer
Vanessa Nogl, and Sanmerna
Paper Products Ltd founders
Mark and Robert White.

The event was hosted by CBS News corre-
spondant Michelle Miller, with entertainment by
dancehall icon Baby Cham, singer Lukie D, and DJ

receive the CFDA Womenswear
Designer of the Year award. As the
first Jamaican and black woman to
receive this recognition | am beyond
humbled and even more proud to
have brought my home and love, Jamaica,
to the warld,” shared Scott in an exclusive
chat with Page 2.
Scott, who was nominated alongside
the likes of industry veterans Marc Jacobs,
Jack McCollough, Lazaro Hemandez for Proenza
Schouler, Thom Browne, and Tory Burch, was pre-
sented the award by actress Oscar-winning Da'Vine
Joy Randolph.

The Mr & His
Mrs

Having a good time were
21stCentEd Founder Marlon
Lindsey and his wife Amanda.

Just Us

Island Grill Chief Innovation
Officer Michael Lyn Jr and his
wife, Island Grill Chief Operating
Officer Denise Dubugque-Lyn
were quite the affable pair.

cnppsd by Jamaican-born faahmn dF‘uILjI'IBI’ Rachel Scott at
the glamorous 2024 CFDA Award gala held at the American
Museum of Natural History on October 28, 2024 in New York
City. (Photo: AFP)

Movers & Shakers

Jamaican-bom, NY-based celebrity dermatologist Dr Rose
Ingleton (centre) joined couples One Equity Partners President
Greg Belinfanti (left) and his wife Tamara (second left} and
entrepreneur Gordon Scott and his wife, AFJ Gala co-chair, Arts
& Culture Executive Kristina Newman-Scott.

Amazing Grace

Onstage to celebrate with honoree Grace Jones (second left) were
{from left) Jamaica's Ambassador to the United States Audrey
Marks; the American Friends of Jamaica, Inc Executive Director
Caron S Chung; board chair Wendy Hart; and the gala’s host
Michelle Miller.

Freeze Frame

Sharing the frame were (from left) Hummingbird Gala 2024 host
Michelle Miller; US Ambassador to Jamaica N Nick Perry; the
American Friends of Jamaica, Inc board chair Wendy Hart; honoree
Vanessa Noel; and the American Friends of Jamaica, Inc Executive
Director Caron S Chung.
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