SUMMER

NEWSLETTER

JULY 2019

Gifts to the AFJ help advance self-sufficiency, promote
healthy communities and strengthen Jamaica.
@AFJcares

@AFJcares

@TheAFJ

#AFJcares

Our Team

What’s Inside?
PAGE

AFJ Board of
Directors

Administration

3. 2019 Grant Recipients

Executive Director

President

Caron Chung

5. Teen Mother’s Symposium

Wendy Hart

4. About the Grantees
6. U$ 1 Million for Chapelton

Hospital Renovation

Program Analyst

7. Kingston Public Hospital

Frances Fulton

Treasurer
Barron Channer

Good Shepherd Clinic

Administrative Assistant

Secretary

Courtney Atkinson

8. Educare Foundation, JET

James A. Cada

Presidents Emeritus
Amb. Glen Holden, ret.
Amb. Sue M. Cobb, ret.

University of West Indies
(UWI)

Rahi Dawalbhakta,

10. St. James Parish Library

New York Institute of Technology

Sanghoon Hwang,

Director Emeritus

Wyatt O’Leary,

Amb. J. Gary Cooper

9. Child Resiliency

Summer Interns

Amb. Brenda Johnson, ret.

Corporate Breakfast
11. Partnerships

New York University

12. Director’s Pursuits
13. 2019 Hummingbird Gala

Fordham University

Upcoming Activities

Alan Sun,

Directors

14. 2018 Hummingbird Gala

New York University

Amb. Pamela Bridgewater, ret.

St. Andrew Settlement

15. 2019 Jamaica Charity Gala

Glenn Creamer

Fall ‘19 Intern

Sydney Engel

Fang Cui,

Patricia Falkenberg

New York University

16. Message from the President
17. Message from the Executive

Director

Monica Ladd

18. AFJ Endowment Fund

Amb. Luis Moreno, ret.

19. Donors & Sponsors

Kathleen Newman

20. Donation Form

Paula Campbell Roberts
Created & Published by
Rahi Dawalbhakta &
Courtney Atkinson

Michele Rollins
Dr. Laura Tanna

@AFJcares

@AFJcares

@TheAFJ

THE AMERICAN FRIENDS OF JAMAICA, INC.

#AFJcares

1697 Broadway, Suite 501
New York, NY 10019
(212) 265 – 2550
info@theafj.org | www.theafj.org

2

OVER US$762K FOR GRANTS
In April, the Grant Awards were presented at the U.S. Embassy in Kingston. This year, the AFJ received 85
applications for discretionary grants. Discretionary grants and donor-direct grant awards of US$762,546.16
(JA$102.9 million) were presented during the Official Grant Ceremony. For the period of April 2018 to March
2019, over US$611k (JA$77.9 million) was distributed by the AFJ’s worthy programs in Jamaica.

The full list of grants presented during the 2018-2019 grant cycle is as follows
1. Adult Learning Centres of Jamaica

21. Sanmerna Foundation

2. Alpha Boys School

22. Seaward Primary & Junior High School

3. Bloom Early Childhood Centre of Excellence JA

23. SEE International

4. Bull Savannah Primary School

24. Southern Basketball Conference

5. Chapelton Hospital

25. Spring Garden Primary School

6. Child Resiliency

26. St. Andrew Settlement

7. Downtown Kingston Music Theatre

27. University of West Indies, Mona Campus –

8. Early Childhood Commission

Department of Surgery & Radiology

9. Fight for Peace International

28. Ambassador Sue Cobb Scholarship –

10. Friends of Hopewell

University of West Indies

11. Jamaica Association for the Deaf

29. Ambassador J. Gary Cooper Scholarship –

12. Jamaica Cancer Society

University of West Indies

13. Jamaica College Foundation

30. Ambassador Glen Holden Scholarship –

14. JASY Camp

University of West Indies

15. JSPCA

31. Ralph & Ricky Lauren Foundation

16. Kingston Public Hospital

Scholarship – University of West Indies

17. Open Arms Development Centre
18. Pocket Rocket Foundation

32. We Care, Falmouth Public Hospital

19. RISE Life Management Services

33. Women’s Centre of Jamaica Foundation

20. Sandals Foundation

“We are proud of the grants that the AFJ has made this year: Impactful social intervention
“We arethat
proud
of the
grants that training
the AFJ and
has violence
made thisreduction
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social intervention
programs
focus
on education,
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needed medical
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equipment
acrosstraining
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– AFJ reduction
President,and
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Adult Learning Centre promotes and advances adult literacy in Jamaica by way of academic programmes and initiatives.
Alpha Boys School improves and enriches lives through education, training, values formation and employment so that youth may become
disciplined and contributing members of society.
Bloom Early Childhood Centre of Excellence Jamaica provides early childhood development services for children, parents, in-service and
pre-service teachers. The grant will support teacher training and the purchase of books, toys and materials.
Bull Savannah Primary School located in St. Elizabeth, Jamaica dedicated to providing technology advancement to primary students.
Chapelton Hospital is set to benefit from major expansion and upgrade totaling US$1 million.
Child Resiliency brings together government and non-governmental organizations and persons working to reduce the incidence and impact
of violence on community and national life.
Downtown Kingston Music Theatre is a social intervention programme that utilizes musical theatre to engage students ages 12-18 who
live and attend school in downtown Kingston.
Early Childhood Commission provides quality early childhood programmes and services which provide equity and access for children within
healthy, safe and nurturing environments. The Grant will equip 5 Brain Builder Centres across Jamaica.
Fight for Peace (FFP) is a global youth development organization that reduces youth violence.
Friends of Hopewell has computer skills development program for children and adults at Bethel Primary and Junior High School and
Hanover Homecoming Ltd Community Office.
Jamaica Association for the Deaf provides support to increase the quality of life for the deaf and hard-of-Hearing community in Jamaica.
Jamaica Cancer Society strives to eliminate cancer as a major health problem in Jamaica.
Jamaica College Foundation aims to catalyze the transformation into and the maintenance of Jamaica College as a first-class institution of
learning and physical development.
Jamaica Advantage Thru Sports for Youth (JASY) is a week-long sports training summer camp at the University of Technology for 140
10-15 year old Jamaican Youth.
Jamaica Society for the Prevention of Cruelty of Animals (JSPCA) has been working in Jamaica for more than a hundred years, to protect
animals from cruelty, neglect, injury and abandonment, and to defend and promote animal rights.
Kingston Public Hospital is the largest multidisciplinary hospital and trauma centre in the public hospital system in Jamaica.
Open Arms Development Centre strives to feed, clothe, shelter, care for, and rehabilitate the homeless so that they are empowered to
re-enter society and sustain themselves. The Grant will set up a workforce training facility in textiles and apparel for the Centre.
Pocket Rocket Foundation creates lasting change in the lives of student athletes and children in children’s homes across Jamaica by
providing academic scholarships and other assistance.
RISE Life Management provides vocational and health-related services for at-risk populations in order to facilitate healthy, fulfilling and
productive lifestyle choices. The grant provides skills training in upcycling waste items into sellable products.
Sandals Foundation’s Lindamood-Bell Project trains teachers to detect students with learning disabilities and in how to teach them to read
and comprehend to their full potential.
Sanmerna Foundation improves the quality of life of inner-city youth and the elderly through education, health and sports. The grant will
purchase critically needed incubators for underfunded hospitals.
Seaward Primary & Junior High School the grant provides a skills training programme for parents to improve parenting skills.
SEE International bring medical volunteers and partners together to provide essential and transformative eye care, around the world and
right here in Jamaica. The grant will purchase a new microscope to enable critically needed eye surgeries for patients in St. Ann, Jamaica,
supporting over 200 patients each year.
Southern Basketball Conference provides basketball, life skills and homework support in inner city Kingston.
Spring Garden Primary School caters to the holistic development of the child and will create an outdoor learning classroom.
St. Andrew Settlement aims to aid in the development of the community of Majesty Gardens through activities, skills training, health care
and environmental awareness to build a healthy and sustainable community. The grant will renovate the community centre which provides
services to over 3000 residents.
The CASSE Department at the CHASE-Carnegie Skills Laboratory at UWI Mona provides training in surgical and other technical skills.
The grant will purchase laparoscopic training equipment.
We Care FPGH supports Falmouth Hospital. The Grant will purchase equipment to facilitate the storage, transmission and sharing of digital
images in the hospital, decreasing wait times dramatically and increasing the quality of care.
Women’s Centre of Jamaica Foundation, Programme for Adolescent Mothers, was established in 1978 with the mandate to provide
continuing education for girls, 17 years and under, who drop out of school due to a pregnancy.
UWI Bursaries each funded by Ambassador Sue M. Cobb, Ambassador Glen Holden & Mrs. Gloria Holden, Ambassador J. Gary Cooper,
Ralph & Ricky Lauren Family Foundation to support education at the tertiary level.
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TEEN MOTHER’S SYMPOSIUM
“My family was very disappointed when they found out I
was pregnant. I wanted to do an abortion but my mother
said no, so for a while, I had no idea what I was going to
do, but my aunt and older sister told me about the
Women’s Centre and ensured that I got registered.”
–Erica, Student at WCJF
Erica credits the change in her life to the instructions she got at the WCJF

AFJ grant recipient, Women’s Centre of Jamaica
Foundation (WCJF), is a feeder center for students at risk
of dropping out of school due to early pregnancy.
The WCJF Program of Intervention is delivered from 7
main centres and 11 outreach stations island-wide. Girls
who become pregnant while still attending school are
referred to the nearest centre, serving some 1,500 young
women each year. The integrated day program includes
academic instructions, individual and group counselling,
and skills training. Family planning counselling and
contraceptive method referral services are also provided.
The young mothers are reintegrated into the formal
school system after the one-year program of intervention.

Dr. Zoe Simpson, Women’s Centre of Jamaica Foundation
with AFJ Executive Director, Caron Chung and
AFJ President, Wendy Hart

The program also identifies girls who are struggling with
numeracy and literacy and provides them with
intervention through online remedial programs. 92% of
the girls receiving this support have now been able to
participate fully in the regular class curriculum, along with
their peers.
This AFJ grant funded resource rooms at the Morant Bay,
St. Thomas and Montego Bay, St. James centres along
with the development of the Numeracy and Literacy
Program.

The Teen Mother’s Symposium on Tuesday, April 16th
at the Jamaica Conference Center titled
“Transformational Parenting” was a collaboration of
AFJ, WCJF and UNICEF. Over 300 teen mothers were
in attendance. The keynote address was delivered by
Ms. Diahann Harrison, Childrens Advocate.

Over 300 teen mothers attend the Teen Mother’s Symposium

"It was truly motivating to have been afforded the opportunity to experience an effective approach to
help address the needs of the young ladies and mitigate the complexities of teen pregnancy."
– Daileann L. Hemmings MSN, BSN, RN, CCM - AFJ Volunteer
@AFJcares

@AFJcares

@TheAFJ

#AFJcares
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CHAPELTON HOSPITAL
The Chapelton
Healthcare
Community Hospital
Boost in
in North Central
Clarendon has been
Clarendon
identified by AFJ donor
Beverly Nichols as the beneficiary of a US $1
Million grant towards a major renovation of
the hospital.
Construction is underway and the
renovated hospital will include a new ward,
Beverly Nichols Pavillion, doubling the number
of inpatient beds from 14 to 30, new doctors’
offices, an asthma clinic and an ambulance bay.
Approximate completion is anticipated
early 2020.

BEFORE

Clarendon-born businesswoman Beverly Nichols
(second left) presents a cheque of U S$500K, during the
AFJ Grant Award Ceremony on April 15, 2019, for
renovation works to the Chapelton Hospital.
Also, in photo are Dr Christopher Tufton, Minister of
Health; Wendy Hart (left), President of the AFJ;
Michele Rollins (second right), Director of the AFJ;
and Ambassador Sue Cobb, President Emeritus.

WORK IN PROGRESS

AFTER

“The objective of the project is to reinstate Chapelton Hospital to its standing as a full-service
facility and not a clinic by improving conditions at the hospital so that patients and staff will
function in a healthy and safe environment with better access to healthcare.”
– Caron Chung, Executive Director, AFJ

@AFJcares

@AFJcares

@TheAFJ

#AFJcares

6

SUPPORT TO KPH
Kingston Public Hospital (KPH) received a much-needed
sterilization unit with the help of a US$20,000 donation
by Dr. Kevin Coy, leading Florida based Cardiologist. This
donation was facilitated by AFJ, in partnership with Gore
Family Foundation (GFF). The autoclave is vital to the
running of KPH’s operating theatres. In addition, the
funds allowed for two medical engineers from the
Ministry of Health to travel to New York for training in
the maintenance and repairs of the equipment.
Donations valued at over US$5,000 (JA$669,200) were
presented to healthcare services at KPH on April 16,
2019. The items included sheets, towels, wash cloths,
gloves, suture kits and other sundries. These items will
help the KPH team efficiently deliver health care services
to the largest population of Jamaica.

“KPH see approximately 2000 patients per day and the items will significantly help to
improve the services delivered at the hospital on a daily basis.”
– Colleen Wright, Acting CEO at Victoria Jubilee & KPH
Hope Health Centre

DENTAL CARE
Grant funds from the AFJ have supplied critically
needed dental equipment at the Hope Health Centre
in Montego Bay, St. James and St. Andrew Settlement
in Majesty Gardens, Kingston.

St. Andrew Settlement

Over 20,000 patients are seen annually at Hope
Health Centre. Majority of patients are the working
poor, and ninety percent are uninsured. The clinic has
been seen as a medical solace for people who cannot
be seen or cared for anywhere else.
Over 100 poor or working poor received services each
week at St. Andrew Settlement. School children are
screened and treated in the wider communities. The
Community Centre is also the registered shelter for the
community during times of disaster.
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JAMAICA ENVIRONMENT
TRUST (JET)
Jamaica Environment Trust’s (JET) School
Environment Programme (SEP) currently operates in
32 schools island wide, building environmental
awareness. It operates in two main areas: managing
garbage, greening of school grounds, establishing and
strengthening environmental clubs and research. The
AFJ with Wege Foundation made a grant to support
this high impact program.
JET’s SEP Research Competition and Awards
Ceremony was held on Wednesday, June 12, 2019 at
the Knutsford Court Hotel in Kingston.
Frances Fulton, Program Analyst and Monica Ladd, Director with
2 Students at the 2019 SEP Research Competition in Kingston

“These young Jamaicans are tomorrow’s leaders and we really have to adequately
prepare them for the future they will inherit. That requires commitment in providing
the tools they need to tackle global challenges. Environmental education is an important
part of creating the change we all want to see in Jamaica.”
– Susan Stanley, CEO of JET

EDUCARE FOUNDATION
AFJ’s donations to the Educare Foundation helped to
deliver the School Leadership Award Program (SLAP) in
two local schools in St. Elizabeth. SLAP is developed to
deliver healthy lifestyle among school children in
schools.

SLAP Program Coordinator, Volunteer, & Engaged Grade 1 Children
in a Healthy Lifestyle Session at Santa Cruz Primary School

@AFJcares

@AFJcares

To date, 10 sessions have been completed at Sandy
Bank Primary and Santa Cruz Primary to 90 pupils.
Lessons plans are developed, delivered and evaluated
by the Educare Foundation. Teaching staff have been
receptive to the additional classes which promote
healthy lifestyles. Topics include noncommunicable
diseases, dental health, nutrition, and promoting
healthy lifestyles.i

@TheAFJ

#AFJcares
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CHILD RESILIENCY PROGRAM
The Child Resiliency Programme was established to rescue
“at risk” children and adolescents exposed to violence or who
have behavioural problems. The programme strives to
identify and support pre and young adolescents age 10-11
yrs who are at risk of behavioural or emotional problems or
are displaying the following high risk behaviours; reading
below grade level, delinquency, excessive fighting, family
history of death or incarceration, have suffered sexual,
physical, emotional abuse or neglect.
Increased literacy levels, greater protection and prevention of
violence, exploitation and abuse by strengthening coping
mechanisms, and life skills are some of the results evident in
students who participate in this program. Funds supported an
after-school intervention for 60 children from 6 inner-city
primary schools and 30 parents in Montego Bay.

“We learn that if wi lose a game or competition, wi nuh fi go fight di person and we
can try and try again like Usain Bolt…never give up.” – MarcusB, Student

UNIVERSITY OF WEST
INDIES (UWI)
AMBASSADOR J. GARY COOPER SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT

Paul Parker
Hometown: Savanna la Mar
Major: Information Technology
Minor: Management Studies
“As a fatherless child it was very difficult coping with my
financial struggles. I had to seek all means to help alleviate the
financial burden my education placed on my single mother. I rely
on small part-time jobs, family members and student loans to
help finance my education. This has made my tenure thus far a
rough one however, receiving this bursary will definitely reduce
my financial burden and equip me to continue.”

Ambassador J. Gary Cooper, Ambassador Sue Cobb,
Ambassador Glen Holden, and the Ralph & Ricky Lauren
Family Foundation awarded 16 scholarships and bursaries
to students at the University of West Indies in October
2018.

@AFJcares
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ST. JAMES PARISH LIBRARY
St. James Parish library received a donor instructed grant
from the Grodzin Foundation in October 2018 to develop
a children’s library area. This included general facility
reparation, ceiling fans, display board, cabinet, tables,
stools for tiny tots, assorted soft toys, dexterity tools for
toddlers, foam mats, bean bags, assorted children books
and posters, assorted interactive/ educational games
(DVD’s, CD’s) and DVD player. The AFJ supported our
donor to fulfill their vision to be a well-resourced library,
responsive to the need of communities, enriching lives
and contributing to the development.
Olive Senior, author of “Boonoonoonos Hair” read
her book to excited and engaged youths on
Saturday, July 20th

CORPORATE BREAKFAST

“Jamaica’s Growth Story”

The Corporate Breakfast, co-hosted with Destination
Experience at the Citigroup Center in NYC on
Tuesday, June 18, 2019 discussed Jamaica’s recent
economic success and wealth management investment
and philanthropy.
The Corporate Breakfast opened with two financial
experts who discussed the current unpredictability and
volatility of the market in the short run and Senator
Aubyn Hill, CEO, Economic Growth Council of Jamaica
followed with a keynote presentation titled “Jamaica’s
Growth Story.”

Senator Aubyn Hill speaking to breakfast attendees

The breakfast provided a strategic gateway to share
information on Jamaica’s economic turn around and
demystify the island’s business landscape to an
audience of international investors including
successful members of the diaspora.

“Borrowing money to finance expenditure, without significant economic growth
is like drinking saltwater, you will never quench your thirst.” – Senator Hill
IN DISCUSSING THE USE OF DEBT AND FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY AS POLICY VIS A VIS COMMITTING TO GROWTH
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PARTNERSHIP
AFJ/Orbis/UWI Retinopathy Mission
Eye Health
According to the International Agency
for the Prevention of Blindness over
1.1 million people suffer from vision
loss in the Caribbean. Jamaica has the
5th largest population of diabetes in the
North America and Caribbean region
with over 224,000 people who are at
risk of developing Diabetic Retinopathy.
Diabetes and the growing demand of eye-care is a growing threat to people living in Jamaica. With
access to the right type of care, blindness due to diabetes is entirely reversible. Since 1982, Orbis
has worked in over 17 countries in Latin America & the Caribbean. Orbis is currently focused on
building existing relationships and expanding and scaling in countries where they have long-term
projects including Guyana, Peru, Chile and Bolivia.
Orbis made the first Flying Eye Hospital project of 2019 to Kingston, Jamaica in March – marking
the 8th time the plane landed in Jamaica and the 25th project in the Caribbean. The objective is to
sustain support and strengthen the skills of eye teams in Jamaica.
The AFJ and Orbis have formed a collaboration to train and develop resources at the University of
the West Indies (UWI) for Retinopathy to bring Ophthalmic medical care and training to the
people of Jamaica suffering from Diabetic Retinopathy and Cataracts. This is a natural extension
of what both organizations have been doing and we believe we will be stronger together.
Dr. Norman Saffra of New York Community Hospital will lead the team along with Dr. Lizette
Mowatt of University of West Indies. The team is working together to prepare and provide the
UWI medical team with required supplies to perform ophthalmic surgery, train residents and
advise patients on the latest in eyecare health. Please standby for the mission date at UWI in
early 2020.

“Jamaica is facing a diabetes epidemic, with diabetes prevalence approaching 15% before the
year 2045. This puts hundreds of thousands of people living with diabetes at risk of
developing sight threatening diabetic retinopathy. It is important that the Jamaican eye care
community is armed with the resources and skills they need to combat this growing health
crisis, and ensure that no Jamaican needlessly suffers blindness or visual impairment.”
– Amelia Geary, Director, Orbis, Program Development & Quality
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AFJ DIRECTORS’ PURSUITS
JIM CADA

AMBASSADOR PAMELA BRIDGEWATER (RET.)

DIRECTOR/COMPANY SECRETARY

DIRECTOR

ARTICLE | LINCOLN JOURNAL STAR

“NEUTRAL ON NOTHING: THE SOCIAL ACTIVISM OF THE REV. DR. B H. HESTER”

This June, attorney Jim Cada
was featured in an article
for Journal Star where he
discussed attending a
Veterans Court graduation
At Vets Court graduation, mentor
says, 'What matters most is how many times we get
up, dust ourselves off and move forward’
Three U.S. Army vets and one Marine Corps vet became
the first graduates of a program started two years ago in
an effort to get returning veterans who have gotten into
trouble on the right path.
Lincoln attorney Jim Cada, who pushed to get veterans
court going, said he gets a lot of great feelings "because
of what we've done" and looks forward to doing more
for veterans. He'd like to see the program expand to
include DUIs, something they're currently looking into.
Cada said the goal is to assist veterans and their families
in addressing behavioral health issues and reestablishing
law-abiding, productive lives.
"And I know that each one of you has got that in mind,"
he said. "And I'm very proud that you've done so well."

In April, Retired U.S.
Ambassador Pamela
Bridgewater launched
“Neutral on Nothing: The
Social Activism of Rev. Dr.
B.H. Hester” highlighting
the activism of her grandfather.
“When I returned to my home in Fredericksburg,
Virginia, after thirty-four years in the United States
Foreign Service, serving as Ambassador
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary under Presidents

William Jefferson Clinton (Republic of Benin),
George W. Bush (Republic of Ghana), and Barack H.
Obama (Jamaica), as well as tours of duty in South
Africa, Belgium, and The Bahamas, my return gave
me the unexpected joy of discovering a remarkable
treasure of memorabilia about my late grandfather,
Rev. Dr. B. H. Hester. This amazing collection of

material has been carefully preserved by my late
mother, Mary Hester Bridgewater, the eldest of my
grandfather’s three children.”

RECENTLY APPOINTED US AMBASSADOR TO JAMAICA

SOURCE: JAMAICA GLEANER

AMBASSADOR DON TAPIA
Just over two years after the departure of Luis Moreno, Jamaica should finally have a new American
ambassador in weeks after the United States (US) Senate voted to confirm the nomination of Arizona
businessman Donald Ray Tapia to the post on July 18, 2019. Tapia was nominated by Trump last May and
pledged that he would focus much of his attention on Jamaica’s energy sector if he is named to the post.
Tapia was the chairman and CEO of Essco Group Management, the largest Hispanic-owned business in
Arizona for more than three decades before retiring in 2010 to devote his time to philanthropy. He has
served on the boards of social service organisations such as the Boys & Girls’ Club of Metropolitan
Phoenix, Teen LifeLine Phoenix, the Advisory Council of the Arizona Animal Welfare League, and the
Advisory Board for Foundation for Blind Children in Phoenix Arizona.
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR!
Please join us on Friday, October 25th at
the 2019 Hummingbird Gala as we
celebrate the achievements of our
Honorees with the International
Humanitarian Award
The Honorable

Dr. Usain Bolt O.J. O.D.,
8x Olympic Gold Medalist & World Record
Holder

and

The Honorable

Dr. Glenford Christian O.J. O.D. J.P.,
Founder & Chairman of Cari-Med Limited

ENTERTAINMENT
Christopher Martin

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES

Music by Max Glazer

DECEMBER 2019

Year-End Giving
FEBRUARY 2020

Ophthalmology Mission
University of West Indies, JA

APRIL 2020

Jamaica Charity Gala
Miami, FL

Grant Award Ceremony
Kingston, JA

Annual Mission Trip

STAY TUNED FOR MORE …

Kingston, JA

PURCHASE TICKETS AT WWW.THEAFJ.ORG

@AFJcares

@AFJcares

@TheAFJ

#AFJcares

(Dates to be confirmed)
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2018 HUMMINGBIRD GALA
AFJ’s 2018 Hummingbird Gala was conducted on Friday, October
26, 2018 at The Plaza Hotel, New York.
The International Humanitarian Award was received by Hon. Albert
J. Dwoskin, President and CEO of A.J. Dwoskin & Associates, Inc.
and Hon. Patricia Chin, Founder of VP Records. Guests were
delighted with a live performance of Estelle, Tarrus Riley, Johnny
Osbourne, and Max Glazer and Friends. Pledge donations were
directed to Success By Six, an early childhood program of excellence
in Hanover, Jamaica and Alpha Boys School to their music training
program for unattached youth
Thank you to our sponsors, patrons, auction donors, and volunteers
who all contributed to a wonderful and successful event.

@AFJcares
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2019 JAMAICA CHARITY GALA
AFJ launched its 2019 fundraising cycle in style on April 13th,
2019 as the Hon. R. Danvers "Danny" Williams, OJ, CD, JP, Hon.
LL. D. (UTECH), Hon. LL.D. (UWI) and Guy Harvey, PhD. (UWI)
received the International Humanitarian Award and Mayor
Hazelle P. Rogers received the Lignum Vitae Vanguard Award.
Guests were delighted with a live performance by Grammy
Nominee, Wayne Wonder and musical selections by DJ Richie D.
Funds raised from the pledge drive were directed to the Jamaica
College Danny Williams Scholarship Fund, White River Fish
Sanctuary and the AFJ Education Fund. Thank you to our
sponsors, patrons, auction donors, and volunteers who all
contributed to a wonderful and successful event.

@AFJcares
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
Dear Friends & Supporters:
Thank you for sharing in our vision for a stronger Jamaica
and for your generosity this year.
Because you care, because you give, you have supported
many important programs in this grant cycle. You have
provided training programs for unemployed youth,
improved early childhood education with both equipment
and teacher training, funded after school programs for
high risk children, equipped a new laparoscopic lab,
facilitated eye surgeries for those in need and so much
more.
Each year we spend time connecting with the charities that are doing the work in Jamaica to
review their impact. We speak with policy makers and partner donors to review strategic
needs and effective interventions. This work informs our focus and our grant making process.
We are committed to our fiduciary responsibility to spend the funds we raise wisely and in
making a difference.
The growth in our funding and our work has been led by our Executive Director, Caron Chung
and her small but hardworking team, supported by a committed Board of Directors who care
passionately about Jamaica and its people.
We hope you will be able to join us in New York at our Hummingbird Gala on October 25,
2019 as we honor The Honorable Dr. Usain Bolt and The Honorable Dr. Glenford Christian
with the International Humanitarian Award.
One Love,
Wendy Hart
AFJ President

@AFJcares
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MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Dear Friends and Supporters:
How would I describe 2018? Was it what we expected?
Yes, I would say it was that and more. Thanks to our
President, Board of Directors, Donors, Sponsors,
Volunteers, Interns and the Team.
The Summer 2019 Newsletter highlights activities that
have inspired us on this year’s journey. We recognize the
efforts and hard work of the program coordinators and
the partners that provide logistical support to create
successful programming each year. Transformation is
happening in a tangible way in the lives of many in Jamaica. More and more, the social fiber is
no longer shaped by inequity but instead by progress. The future depends on young people’s
access to health and education. Health and education are twin engines for economic growth. A
good indicator of progress is when healthy, educated and empowered Jamaican youths elevate
instead of being left behind.
We take the opportunity to serve, leverage relationships and enable meaningful connections a
privilege. Without your support, achieving our vision would be impossible. This is why we
invite you to become more deeply involved. Please share our Newsletter with your circle of
friends and family, join us on social media, share and like our posts. We look forward to
welcoming you to our next fundraiser, the 2019 Hummingbird Gala in New York City. Stay
tuned for our exciting auction catalog.
Thank you for joining us in celebrating this wonderful opportunity to be of service to Jamaica.
Stay Blessed,
Caron S. Chung
Executive Director

@AFJcares
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Don’t miss your chance to…make
a monthly recurring donation in your
name or others to support inner city
tutoring, life-saving medical
equipment, scholarships, job training
and more. Visit www.theafj.org to
find out if your company will match
your donation.

@AFJcares
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@TheAFJ

#AFJcares
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THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS AND SPONSORS!
Alana Rothlein
Alexandra Junor
Ambassador Brenda
Johnson
Ambassador Gary Cooper
Ambassador Glen Holden
Ambassador Luis G.
Moreno
Ambassador Pamela
Bridgewater
Ambassador Sue Cobb
Andrew & Allison Stuart
Anne Miller
Anthony R. Abraham
Foundation
Anup Chandiram
Arnold & Patricia Foote
Ashley Spencer
Barron Channer
Beverly Nichols
Bill & Susan Gallo
Blue Power Group
Bob & Natalie Davis
Bruce & Suzanne Bowen
Butch & Heidi Hendrickson
Cari-Med Limited
Carnival
Carol Douthard
Carolyn Robinson
Causecast Foundation
Christopher & Michelle
Bovell
Christopher Buccini
Christopher Zacca
Claudia Campbell
Cobb Family Foundation
Corey Martin
Daniel S. Levien
Danny & Shirley Williams
David Hammer
David Moss
Denise Jones
Dennis Shipping
Diageo

Diana Stewart
Dodridge Miller
Donnie Dawson
Dr. Kevin Coy
Drs. Dhiru & Laura Tanna
Edward & Marion
Robinson
Emile Chung
Eric & Victoria Elliott
Erika Tache
Erin Mitchell
Francis Biedler Foundation
Francois & Jennifer Cooke
Gina Green
Glenn & Mary Jane
Creamer
Gordon & Diana Tewani
Gordon Singer
Grace Kennedy
Gregory Mayne
Guy Harvey
Herman Hewitt
Horowitz Family
Foundation
Irving & Sylvia Kaminetsky
Jamaica Broilers Group
Jamaica Inn Hotel
Jamaica Tourist Board
James & Jennifer Melville
Jeremy Hart
Jet Blue
Jim Cada
Joan Benjamin
Joel & Jackie Blumenthal
John Bailey
Johnson Family
Foundation
Jorge David
Kirk Distributors Limited
Konrad Berry
Lara Dyke
Laurian Lue Yen
Lawrence & Rachel Mair
Louis & Lesli Slesin

Lydia MacKay Swiatkowska
Marcia Skyers-James
Marilyn Quinn
Margaret & Eric KleinHoffmaster
Mark & Kathleen Newman
Mark & Lily O’Brien
Mark Cameron
Marlon Lindsay
Melia Hotels International
Michael & Michelle
Heerschap
Michael Fraser
Michael Robinson
Michael Rollins
Michele Rollins
Michelle Diffenderfer
Monica Ladd
National Bakery Company
Nichole Maurstad
Norma Jean Abraham
Norwegian Cruise Line
Nova Southeastern
University
Pan-American Art Projects
Park West Gallery
Foundation
Patricia Falkenberg
Patrick Campbell
Paul & Oriente Issa
Paula Campbell-Roberts
Paula Robertson Carter
Peter Williams
Phillip & Christine Gore
Physicians Grade CBD
Prince of Wales Foundation
Rachel Bowers
Ralph & Ricky Lauren Family
Foundation
Ray Bowers
Raymond Rousseau
Richard & Barbara Dodge
Richard & Jacinth Byles
Rob Kornahrens

Robert O’Brien
Rodney Miller
Ronald & Anne Moser
Rosemarie McIver
Sadie Reinoso
Sagicor
Sam Walker
Samuel Hart & Sons
Sandals Resort
Sarah T. Barrett-Page
Sean Spence
Shaheewa Jarrett
Sherwin & Dinara Brown
Simone & Theresa
Champagnie
Sofia Samuels
Stephen & Linda Danford
Stephen Callaghan
Stephen Levy
Strawberry Hill
Sue Bidwill
Sydney Engel
Tag Heuer
Thabo Simpson
The Best Dressed Chicken
The Grodzins Fund
The Miami Foundation
The Morrow Family
Theresa Heron
Toby Cooke
Tony & Sheila Hart
Trina DeLisser
UNICEF
United Way of Long Island
Viola Lee
Wendy Hart &
Ronald Schrager
Wentworth & Sandra
Jarrett
William Thornton
Winston White
Women’s Centre of
Jamaica Foundation
Woodwater Foundation

THANK YOU TO OUR SHIPPING PARTNER
@AFJcares

@AFJcares

@TheAFJ

#AFJcares
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@AFJcares

The American Friends of Jamaica, Inc.
1697 Broadway, Suite 501, New York, NY 10019
(212)
265 – 2550 | info@theafj.org
| www.theafj.org
@AFJcares
@TheAFJ
#AFJcares
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