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Donate Now!
No gift is too small. Visit our
website – www.theafj.org - to
make your donation today.
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2016 Grantees
The AFJ is pleased to be a part of the legacy of all
the grantees we support.
Grant Awards are presented annually in Jamaica
during the Official Grant Ceremony in April. In
2016, The AFJ presented twenty-one (21) grants
to the following groups and organizations
dedicated to Jamaica’s development.

Animal House
Breds
ChiChiBud
Cornwall Regional Hospital (We Care for Cornwall)
Falmouth Heritage
Friends of Hopewell
Gore Family Foundation
Hanover Charities
HEART Institute Caribbean Foundation
Issa Trust Foundation
Jamaica Epilepsy
Jamaica Advantage Thru Sports for Youth (JASY)
Music Unites Training
Peace & Love in Society (PALS)
Pocket Rocket Foundation
Rose Town Foundation
AFJ/Project Sprout
Sickle Cell Trust Jamaica
SOS Children’s Village Foundation of Jamaica
UWI Bursary, Ambassador J. Gary Cooper
UWI Bursary, Ambassador Glen Holden & Mrs. Gloria
Holden
UWI Bursary, Ralph & Ricky Lauren Family Foundation

www.theafj.org

UWI Scholarships
The AFJ has established four scholarships
at the University of the West Indies
(UWI) that are awarded each year to
exceptional students. Joel Dunn,
a recipient of the Ambassador Glen A.
Holden Bursary, recently graduated at
the top of his class with a 3.75 GPA and a
BSc. Electronic Engineering degree. With
a fascination for mass media and
telecommunications, Joel will continue
on to the field of systems engineering.
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The Lasco Releaf Environmental Awareness
Program (R.E.A.P.) was the beneficiary of
the pledged donations from the 2016
Jamaica Charity Gala. REAP is a recycling,
conservation and tree planting initiative in
primary schools across Jamaica, aiming to
increase children's environmental
awareness and participation in
environmentally friendly activities. Through
this initiative, over 180,000 students have
been impacted by REAP through its 300
school participants, over 15,000 trees have
been planted, and over 1.2 million plastic
bottles have been collected.

Cornwall Regional Hospital was the
beneficiary of pledged donations from the
2015 Hummingbird Gala. The donations
were used to fund a pediatric defibrillator,
which was installed earlier this year.
Additionally, the AFJ made a grant to
support a Child Education Coordinator, so
that the children who are in the ward for
long periods of time can keep up with their
education while in the hospital.

www.theafj.org

This July, The AFJ collaborated with the
Pocket Rocket Foundation, founded by
Olympic-gold medalist Shelly-Ann FraserPryce, in a fundraising campaign to provide
academic scholarships for student athletes
across Jamaica. Through AFJ's fundraising
campaign, four new scholarships will be
awarded.
Previous scholarships awardees include
Jovaine Atkinson, now a sixth-form student
of Kingston College. Jovaine was a semifinalist in the 110m hurdles at the ISSA
Grace Kennedy Boys and Girls
Championships in 2011-2013. He is the
reigning Class One champion of the JC
Invitational and silver medalist at the GC
Foster Classics 2013 and was successful in
nine CSEC subjects in June 2013.
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2015 Grantee Spotlight: Project Sprout
Project Sprout is a program designed to improve early childhood education at selected basic schools where
the children are performing below 50% school readiness, aiming to increase their readiness to 90%. In
collaboration with the Sandals Foundation, the AFJ implemented this program at the Moneague Teachers
College Basic School, which serves 70 students and was originally opened by Ambassador Gary Cooper.
The program includes the hiring of an early childhood teacher and a social worker to focus on younger
students at the school who are at risk of falling behind academically in order to prepare the students to enter
first grade. Additionally, Project Sprout includes a 6-week training program for parents in the development
process. With this grant, a special classroom was outfitted with computers, furniture, and educational
materials that will host this program at the school.
The opening ceremony was held on November 24, 2015.

www.theafj.org
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2015 Grantee Spotlight: Race Course Primary
Race Course Primary School, located in south Clarendon, used the 2015 grant from the AFJ to update their
facilities that serve over 600 students. The project included the renovation of 4 separate facilities, 2 boys and
2 girls, replacing 12 face basins, 10 toilets, and 6 urinals overall, as well as the necessary tiling, partitions, and
plumbing.

While Clarendon is rural and economically depressed, the bright and dynamic principal, Monica Smiley, makes
use of all available resources to improve the school’s facilities and the quality of education. This year, 19
students were awarded scholarships for their outstanding performance. In the upcoming school year, the
school will be purchasing a new stove for their canteen, and in August a fun day will be hosted at the school
and backpacks, stationary, and other back-to-school supplies will be distributed. Race Course Primary has
proven to be well-run and serving to students in extreme need.

www.theafj.org
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2015 Grantee Spotlight: SOS Children’s Villages
SOS Children's Villages was founded in Jamaica in 1970, and since that time has grown to construct two
children's homes, located in Barrett Town, Montego Bay and Stony Hill, St. Andrews. SOS Children's Villages
provides permanent homes to children who have been orphaned, abandoned, or whose families are unable to
care for them. Their mission is to build families for children in need, help children shape their own futures, and
share in the development of their communities. Overall these facilities serve over 500 children in their homes,
schools, and youth facilities.

SOS Children's Villages put their 2015 grant
towards their Nutrition and Food/Security
Self-Sustainability Initiative through the
building of two chicken coops and through
the cultivation of cash crops at each
location. The project is designed to assist the
two children's homes in providing food and
skills training to the children, and improving
financial sustainability. The two chicken
coops constructed hold 100 chickens each,
providing 60% of the meat nutrition for the
127 children and 14 staff members, and
drawing in the participation of the children
in daily operations.

Children volunteer to participate in the rearing of the chickens and readily volunteer as it allows them to
develop skills and have fun. The children are very involved in the project and take part at all levels from
rearing to plucking and packaging for sale within the Village community and to outside customers. This project
has positively impacted the behavior of the children through regular time outdoors and improvements in
creativity, and mental, psychological and emotional wellbeing. The project also increases the self-reliance of
the Villages increasing the sustainability of the operations.

www.theafj.org
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2015 – 2016 Fundraisers
Thank you for your support at the 2015 Hummingbird Gala in New York City and the 2016
Jamaica Charity Gala in Miami. We welcomed Dr. Lowell Hawthorne, Hon. Dennis Lalor, Hon.
Lascelles Chin, Marlon Hill, Esq. and Superintendent Robert Runcie to our distinguished roster
of honorees.

2015 Hummingbird Gala, New York City

www.theafj.org
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2016 Jamaica Charity Gala, Miami, FL

www.theafj.org
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We regret the passing of board
member Sunny Engel, philanthropist
and longtime benefactor of programs in
Jamaica. She will be remembered for
her love of life, optimism, kindness, and
devotion to her family and numerous
causes, community groups and events.

www.theafj.org
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Message from the President
Dear Friends,
It has been a busy year and we thank you for your tremendous support! Please take a little time to explore our
newsletter, connect to the stories and information in the links and learn more about the impact of your giving.
This past year we were thrilled to honor 5 incredible sons of Jamaica at our Galas in New York and Miami: Mr.
Lowell Hawthorne, Mr. Dennis Lalor, Mr. Lascelles Chin, Mr. Marlon Hill and Superintendent Robert Runcie.
Their accomplishments, their philanthropy and their example serve to inspire us all.
Our grant making focus continues to be to identify and partner with organizations on the ground in Jamaica
doing meaningful, impactful work, so that we may ensure that our donations do the most good in the
communities they serve. You can read about Newell High School where our grant seeks to include training
programs in one of the most underperforming high schools in Jamaica – focused on increasing attendance and
preparing students for the workplace; about our continued emphasis on interventions in the pre-school arena
reflecting the research of the World Health Organization that shows this translates into real increased earning
potential in adulthood; and about support for the Issa Trust’s new free pediatric and maternity care clinic in
inner city Kingston.
This year we expanded our fundraising to launch our first social media campaign with the Pocket Rocket
Foundation, an organization founded by Shelly-Ann Fraser-Pryce to award scholarships to scholar athletes in
need. We were thrilled to fund 4 scholarships as a result of this initiative and we hope you got to see some of
the posts on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. If you don’t already follow us, please do, all of the information
is on the home page of this website.
We hope you will join us at our upcoming Gala in New York City on October 5, when we will celebrate our
honorees Mr. Robert Pittman and Mr. Gary “Butch” Hendrickson. Please don’t hesitate to reach out to me at
any time to discuss our programs or your own passion for particular causes in Jamaica.
One Love
Wendy Hart
President

www.theafj.org
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Message from the Executive Director
Hello Friends:
This has been a good year for the AFJ. With your support, we have continued to build on a
strong legacy for consistent giving in Jamaica. A total of twenty-four programs in education,
healthcare and economic development were funded during the 2015-2016 grant cycle. Our
well executed annual fundraisers were supported by esteemed honorees and compatible
sponsors. By focusing on the interests of our donors, demonstrating credibility and
transparency as a nonprofit, we have continued to fulfill the expectations of our partners and
supporters. Through a stringent monitoring program on the ground in Jamaica, we are able to
produce tangible results or identify when adjustments are necessary. This mix of initiatives has
made for a successful year of supporting important projects.
We are committed to offering quality service and improving accessibility to our donors and
grantees. We invite you to experience our new website functionality. Explore the donation
options by going to the “Ways to Give” tab, i.e., Donor Direct, Discretionary or the Endowment
Fund.
Finding innovative ways to connect with you our donors to help achieve your goals for
philanthropy in Jamaica is our priority. Thank you for joining us on this wonderful journey to
do good.
Many blessings,
Caron Chung
Executive Director

www.theafj.org
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Thank you to our 2015-2016 Gala Sponsors!
Amcor
American Foundation for The University of the West
Indies
BDO
Blue Power
Bratter PA
Breakthrough Communications
Brüeggen
CGM Gallager
CGR Communications
DIAGEO
Dr. Jarrett's Wellness Center
Dupont Nutrition & Health
Ernst & Young
Finn Partners
Golden Krust
GraceKennedy
Greenfields Ireland
Greenfields Ireland

Guangzhou Packaging
The Guardsman Group
The Insurance Company of the West Indies Ltd.
JetBlue
Kerry
Key Insurance Company Limited
LASCO Group
Macmillan Advertising Ltd.
Quality Automat
Rejuvenate Body Design
Sandals
Sanmerna Paper Products Ltd.
Scotia Bank
Sterling Asset Management
Sweetener Solutions USA
Trafalgar Travel Limited
The Victoria Mutual Building Society

We would also like to thank our generous auction donors and supporters.
OUR TEAM
Board of Directors
Wendy Hart, President
Presidents Emeriti
Ambassador Glen A. Holden, ret.
Ambassador Sue M. Cobb, ret.
Ambassador Brenda Johnson, ret.
Barron Channer, Treasurer
James A. Cada, Secretary
Sydney Engel, Vice President
Ambassador Pamela E. Bridgewater, ret.
Ambassador J. Gary Cooper, ret.
Glenn Creamer
Pat Falkenberg
Manuela Goren
Monica Ladd
Michele Rollins
Dr. Laura Tanna

www.theafj.org

Staff
Caron Chung, Executive Director
Frances Fulton, Program Analyst, Jamaica
2016 Interns
Gibson Brinkley, NYU
Sasha Smith, NYU
Madison Winkes-Cantrell, NYU
Newsletter by Emma Schrager
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